MEMBERSHIP IN THE CHAMBER
COMES WITH BENEFITS!
The Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce
is a business organization made up of
and ran by business people. Our goal is
a simple one, do the best job to help promote and better our business members.
There are many benefits of membership
available only to members of the Anoka
Area Chamber of Commerce. Each
month we’ll highlight one of the benefits. If you’d like to learn about all benefits available, attend a Member Orientation Meeting held each month on the 2nd
Thursday from 8 to 9 AM at the Chamber office. The meeting is free. RSVP to
763.421.7130 or
mail@anokaareachamber.com.

This Anoka Area Chamber Member Benefit
PUTS YOUR BUSINESS ON TV!!
This month's benefit is: Your Business profiled on the
Chamber Cable TV show on QCTV& CTN.
Each month the Chamber produces a television show called “The Chamber
Report” that airs on QCTV-15 in Andover, Anoka, Champlin and Ramsey and
CTN in Coon Rapids. Part of the show is dedicated to educating the public
about the Chamber, what we do and why they should call us for business referrals. Another part of the show is dedicated to doing member profiles. Your
business can be highlighted with a 5-minute feature piece. Interested businesses will be asked to come to the QCTV studio in Champlin on the day of taping.
You’ll be asked to bring with you 3 questions you’d like Peter Turok, the host,
to ask you on camera. It’s that easy. The show will then air numerous times
over a one-month period. There is NO cost to you as it is a benefit of membership. To get on the cable list, call the Chamber office and before you know it,
we’ll be doing a profile on your business.
For more information about this benefit or any other benefits of membership in
the Chamber, call 763.421.7130.

Chairperson’s Letter
The 34th Annual Anoka Area Chamber
Gala Dinner Fundraiser was held on February 25th at the Courtyards of Andover
and it was a huge success! It takes an
enormous amount of planning to pull this
event off and the Gala Dinner Committee
along with Pete and Tami do an excellent
job and as much as they do this event it
would not be the success that it is without
the amazing contributions of the Gala
volunteers; many of whom are also board
members! A special shout out to Darlene
Sogn who heads up the Gala committee
and does an amazing job! I would also be
remiss if I did not once again thank all
the silent auction and event and table donors that really came through to make the
evening even better. Finally, thank you to
our guests that attended in person and
virtually. This is an event that is made
better by the businesses that sponsor the
Gala and support the chamber and our
communities. We have a thriving business community because of you!
I am pleased to announce the return of
The Mix Networking Business After
Hours Event! The date is March 30th and

the location is Nucky’s Speakeasy in
downtown Anoka! This is a free
event and a great chance to visit
Nucky’s and get to know some of
your fellow chamber members!
Check out the article on page 1 for
more details.
I hope you are all doing well! I am
ready for spring and the warm
weather that comes with it! I am
looking forward to seeing our vibrant communities emerge from
winter and to see people getting out
and enjoying themselves in our restaurants, parks and recreational facilities. Have a great day and again,
thank you for everything you all do
for the chamber and our communities.
Chris Randall
Chair of the Board of
Directors
Anoka Area Chamber of
Commerce
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Chris Randall
Chairperson of the
Board of Directors

“I am pleased to
announce the
return of The
Mix Networking
Business After
Hours Event!
The date is
March 30th and
the location is
Nucky’s
Speakeasy in
downtown
Anoka!”

Spotlight on Andover

Welcome New Businesses!
The past year was exciting in the City of Andover as new businesses opened their
doors and welcomed customers with opportunities for shopping and dining as well
as employment opportunities. The City of Andover looks forward to seeing our
business community continue with their success. Here are just a few of the new
businesses that have recently opened:
Therapy Associates – 13750 Crosstown Drive NW
Minty Nails – 1574 154th Ave NW, Suite 107B
Tasty Taco – 1574 154th Ave NW, Suite 102
White Rabbit Kitchen – 15190 Bluebird St NW, Suite 107
More New Businesses Are Coming Soon!
New Veterans Memorial Completed
Former City Council member Mike
Knight had a desire for many years to
honor veterans that have ties to the City
of Andover. He initiated the naming of
Veterans Memorial Blvd (formerly
152nd Lane NW) back in 2004 and continued on to see that a memorial would
be built.
In the past year construction of the new
Veterans Memorial was completed at the
corner of Nightingale St and Veterans Memorial Blvd. The Memorial displays engraved granite plaques to individually recognize the contributions of those who
have served in the military for our country.
Individuals that currently live in Andover or used to call Andover home including
their relatives are eligible for placement of a memorial plaque. If you are interested
in purchasing a service plaque or making a donation to the Memorial please contact
Andover City Hall at 763-755-5100.
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Abilities Ahead

NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES!!

The Anoka Area Chamber will feature some
Incorporating people with disabilities great networking events in the coming months.
These events are designed to give you the opinto the workforce
portunity to promote your products and serGaining independence, reaching new goals vices. See full details in articles within this
newsletter or go to the Chamber web site at
www.anokaareachamber.com. Is your next
Sierra Jones-Iverson has been an important part
of her FedEx team for four years, growing in her client at one of these events?
responsibilities as well as increasing the number All meetings will be held in person !
of hours she works. Her duties have included unloading packages from trucks and relabeling boxes to prepare for shipment.
With nonprofit organization Opportunity Partners’ support, Sierra has gained confidence on
the job, too. In her quest to gain greater independence in her life, she has picked up additional
shifts, nearly doubling her hours from 16 to 30
per week during busy periods.
Sierra didn’t let knee surgery slow her down,
even when she had to wear a brace and undergo
physical rehabilitation. “Everybody was amazed
I was still working with my brace,” she said, adding that she especially enjoys working with so
many nice people.
Sierra, 30, is proud of all she has achieved. She is
working toward advancing her career at FedEx,
hoping to become a manager or trainer someday.
She enjoys earning her own money and making
her own decisions.
In all, Opportunity Partners supported 300 people
with disabilities including Sierra in community
jobs in 2021. The assistance that Opportunity
Partners provides includes job coaching, training
assistance and ongoing support to help people
succeed.
Companies benefit by having a dedicated employee and enhancing diversity and inclusion in
the workplace, and individuals with disabilities
benefit by gaining work experience that can lead
to greater independence in the future.

Mark your calendar for these
networking events:
3/16 AM Connections Networking
3/30 The Mix Business After Hours
4/6 AM Connections Networking
4/20 AM Connections Networking

Will you meet your next
customer at one of these
meetings?
Go to AnokaAreaChamber.com
for event details!

7:45 to 9 AM
IN PERSON

Opportunity Partners is a local nonprofit advancing the quality of life for people with disabilities through employment, residential and community support. Learn how your business can
partner with us at opportunities.org or email
partner@opportunities.org.
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Member News
Member News is a column that gives members a chance to introduce their business products and
services to the membership of the Chamber. These articles are written by the businesses featured.

Greetings from Immanuel Church!
We are very excited to introduce ourselves to the Anoka community! We recently moved into our new building at 850 E
Main St. and are eager to find ways to serve those around us. As
a church we strive to be a witness to Immanuel, the God Who is
Near. We believe that God drew near to us by sending his Son
Jesus Christ, our Immanuel, who died for our sins and rose
again so that we too might be raised to new life. We believe He
is the answer to all of our deepest questions, longings, and
needs.
We would love to welcome you to our Sunday service! It begins
at 10:15 a.m., and we also hold Sunday School for all ages beginning at 9 a.m. We held a building dedication service on February 18th and were so glad to welcome members of the community to that event. We would love to know how we can be of
service to the people of Anoka! You can find us at our website:
immanuelchurchopc.org.

MN FoodShare is here and we’re looking for partners to help
address hunger in our community! After the holidays, giving
drops nearly in half while the need for food, clothing and resources continues to rise. In 2021 we had over 10,000, visits,
assisting more than 32,000 individuals with food and other resources.
MN FoodShare is a statewide food and fund drive established to
not only bring awareness to hunger insecurity during this traditionally slow time, but also giving us an opportunity to earn additional money based on the total pounds and dollars we raise! The
event goes from February 28th through April 10th and our goals
are 100,000lbs of food and $75,000. We also have a $10,000
matching grant from Otto Bremer Trust that can double the impact of new donors.
There are lots of ways to help, such as hosting a food drive, hosting a virtual fund drive, hosting an event, or donating. I would
love the opportunity to meet and discuss how we might have a
mutually successful and beneficial event, while helping to
strengthen our community! Stephanie Lehman, Executive Director, stephanie@acbcfoodshelf.org, 763-422-0046 ext. 2.

Vision Statement of the
Anoka Area Chamber of
Commerce

The AACC will be known as
the predominant regional
leader, providing member
businesses with
opportunities and resources
to help them thrive while
advocating with
government, education, and
citizens
to help create a better
business environment and
a stronger community.
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Anoka Area Chamber “All That Jazz” Gala Dinner
Chamber Gala Dinner Fundraiser Wrap Up!

The Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce held its 34th Annual Gala Dinner Fundraiser on Friday, February 25th at The Courtyards of
Andover. The Board of Directors and the Gala Dinner Committee would like to thank all the businesses and individuals who attended the event, were sponsors and donated to the many raffles, live and silent auctions. A special thank you to the members of the Gala
Dinner Committee and all the wonderful volunteers as they once again did a great job of making this event the success it was! The
committee members are: Gala Dinner Committee Chairperson/ Darlene Sogn/Oakwood Insurance Agency, Kent Hartwig/ Keller
Williams Classic Realty NW, Kerri Cowden/SharePoint Credit Union, Karen George/QCTV and John LeTourneau/CO2 Partners.

Presenting Sponsor Connexus Energy
GOLD Table Sponsors
ACE Solid Waste, Bolt Hoffer Boyd Law Firm, First Bank Elk
River, Mauer Main, Mille Lacs Corporate Ventures, nVent Hoffman and Oakwood Insurance Agency.
SILVER Table Sponsors
Advanced First Aid/Coon Rapids Kiwanis Club, Amore Antiques, Anoka Ramsey Community
College, Anoka Technical College, The Bank of Elk River, Bolton & Menk, Inc., City of
Anoka, Hakanson Anderson, Liberty Comfort Systems,
Mate Precision
Technologies, Mercy Hospital/Allina Health, Peterson Shoes, QCTV, Stoney River Assisted
Living & Memory Support, Team Freeburg-Re/Max Results and Total Country BOB FM

Event Sponsors
Crack the Safe Sponsor/nVent Hoffman
Live Auction Sponsor/QCTV
Live Auction Donators/Total Country BOB FM Radio, Dan Gould Jewelers, Kiser Construction and Liberty Comfort Systems
Dessert Sponsor/ Coborn’s Superstore
Bag of Swag Raffle Sponsor/Anoka Dental
Darts for Dollars Sponsor/Presto Graphics
Heads or Tails Game Sponsor/Fifth Avenue Dental
Wine All the Wine Raffle Sponsor/Ambi Wine Bar
Big Raffle Sponsor/Mate Precision Technologies
Non-Winning Ticket Sponsor/Mille Lacs Corporate Ventures
Gala Game Sponsor/Oakwood Insurance Agency
Diamond Raffle Sponsor/Dan Gould Jewelers
Program Sponsor/Bolt Hoffer Boyd Law Firm
Social Hour Sponsor/Warner Consulting
Silent Auction Sponsor/Mauer Main
Apple Watch Raffle Sponsor/The Mill Site
Main Stage Sponsor/Lyric Arts Main Street Stage
Plinko Game Sponsor/Scott Schulte Anoka County Board
Clickbid Sponsor/Peterson Shoes
MC Sponsor/Northeast Bank
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Anoka Area Chamber “All That Jazz” Gala Dinner
Gala Dinner Prize Donators
The Board of Directors and the Gala Dinner Committee of the Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce would like to thank the
following businesses for the donations to the Raffle, Silent Auction, Live Auction, Bag of Swag Raffle and Wine Table Raffle!

5-8 Grill & Bar
AAA MN/IA
ABC Newspapers
Acapulco Mexican Restaurant
Amore Antiques
Andover Physical Therapy
Anoka Clothing Company
Anoka High School DECA
Anoka Dental
Anoka Halloween, Inc.
Anoka Hennepin School
District Leadership
Better Values Liquor
Bluebird Nest Organizing
The Bowline
Bunker Hills Event Center
Café Latte
Caring Transitions
Twin Cities North
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres
Chick-fil-A
Christian Brothers Automotive
Clive’s Roadhouse
Club 300 Restaurant
CorTrust Bank/Anoka
Crisp & Green
Dan Gould Jewelers
Erbert & Gerbert’s Sandwich
Shop
Falcon National Bank
Famous Dave’s
Federal Ammunition
Flagship Bank
Furniture & Things
Ginny Bites
Ginza Sushi & Grill
Japanese Restaurant
Grabinske Downsizing Services

Grand Casino Mille Lacs &
Hinckley
Greco
Green Haven Golf Course
Hakanson Anderson
Hans Bakery
The Healthy Boulevard
Michelle Hudak, Indep.
Beauty Consultant
I9 Sports
Jam Hops
Jenson’s/I.Appeal
Kendall’s Tavern & Chop
House
Gary Knafla
Liberty Comfort Systems
The Links at Northfork
Lyric Arts Main Street Stage
The Mad Hatter
Restaurant & Tea Room
Margie’s Kitchen & Cocktails
Mary T Inc.
Max Nutrition
Metta Coffee
Mickman Brothers, Inc.
Minnesota State Fair
Minnesota Timberwolves &
Lynx
Minnesota Twins
Minnesota Vikings
Pat & Jill Minor
My Guy of Minnesota
My House Fitness
North 40 Digital
Northern Starz Center for the
Performing Arts
Nothing Bundt Cakes
Nucky’s Speakeasy
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Oakwood Insurance Agency
Ostdiek Group, Inc.
Gina & Amy Overacker/
Thirty-One Rep
Terry Overacker Plumbing
Park Square Theatre
Peterson Shoes
Pinewski’s Ski & Board Shop
Plants & Things
Presto Graphics
Redmann’s Flooring & Design
Kenny Rhoades
Scout & Cellar Wine
Serum's Good Time Emporium
SharePoint Credit Union
Simonson’s Salon & Spa
Sons of Norway/
Venne Kretsen Lodge
Speedway/Champlin
Templar Firearms Training
Total Country BOB FM
Total Defense Gun shop and
Indoor Shooting Range
Truffles & Tortes
Peter & Brenda Turok
Urban Air Adventure Park
The White Owl
Yarn Tales 1
Your CBD MN
Zion Lutheran Church

Anoka Area Chamber “All That Jazz” Gala Dinner
Photo Gallery!
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Anoka Area Chamber “All That Jazz” Gala Dinner
Photo Gallery!
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Anoka Area Chamber “All That Jazz” Gala Dinner
Photo Gallery!

10

Welcome New Members

The Board of Directors of the Chamber would like to welcome the following New Members to this business
organization! We urge the membership to use the goods and services of other Chamber members. This is
what the Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce is all about. Promoting business between local partners
interested in the future of the area!
American Senior Benefits
Lisa Monserud
lisa.monserud@asbmn.com
5725 180th Lane NW 1, Ramsey
612-272-2485
www.asbmn.com
Insurance Agency/Specialing in Medicare, MN Sure,
Life Insurance Final Expense

Huntington Bank
Steven Nelson
Steven.nelson@huntington.com
405 East 4th Street, Anoka
612-460-4601
www.huntington.com
Banking
Passageway Financial
Trevor Haug
Trevor.haug@passagewayfinancial.com
15721 Drake Street NW, Andover
763-220-0028
www.passagewayfinancial.com
Tax and Accounting

Quality Quick Print
Derek Geditz
derekg@myqqp.com
6210 6th Street NE, Fridley
605-725-4750
www.myqqp.com
Printing
Women Venture
Dolores Karan
dkaran@womenventure.org
165 Western Avenue North, Suite 8, Office #100
St. Paul
763-670-2963
www.womenventure.org
Non Profit providing resources for women
entrepreneurs
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Announcing the

“Anoka Area Chamber

Ambassador of the Month”

Darlene Sogn, Oakwood Insurance Agency

Darlene Sogn together with her
Husband, Bruce , are owners of
Oakwood Insurance Agency,
Inc. located on the corner of
Northdale Blvd. and Hanson
Blvd. just off Hwy. 10. Their
agency was established in 1989
and offers all lines of personal,
commercial, life, and health
insurance. Darlene joined
Bruce in the agency when they
married in 2003. Darlene
brought with her a love for supporting the local community
and serving people. She has
over 30 years of volunteering
with the local Chambers of
Commerce from Florida to Minnesota. Not only does she
serve on our Board of Directors, she is the Chairperson for
our Annual Anoka Area Chamber Gala Committee, she and
Bruce are actively involved with the Chamber Ambassador
Program. Darlene feels the best way to grow your business
is to give back to the community and support local businesses. Having a big heart, Darlene loves to greet people and
make them feel welcomed. She says, “If you are in a slump
or feeling down, getting out and serving others is the best
way to feel uplifted

If you are interested in becoming an
Anoka Area Chamber Ambassador,
contact Peter Turok at
pete@anokaareachamber.com

WE WANT YOU!

We are Looking for a
Select Few to serve as
an Anoka Area Chamber
Ambassador!

Only 22 spots make up this group featuring the best of
the Chamber’s best. This group represents the Chamber
at events like ribbon cuttings, ground breakings and
more. There are a couple of openings available right
now. Contact Pete Turok at the Chamber office to see
if this might be a fit for you to become one of a selected
handful of members that will represent the Chamber
as an Ambassador!!
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Chamber Board of Directors
Nominations Letter to Membership
TO: General Membership of the Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce
RE: Request for nominations for the Board of
Directors of the Anoka Area Chamber of
Commerce for three-year terms.

Do Want to get your Business in
front of over 25,000 people
on one day?

Article 6, Section 4 of the By‑Laws of the Anoka
Area Chamber of Commerce states that 135 days
prior to the end of the fiscal year (September 30),
all members in good standing shall be contacted
requesting nominations for the Board of Directors,
and is to be returned to the Chamber office no later
than 120 days prior to the end of the fiscal year. At
that time, the Board of Directors shall review the
nominations and present a slate of five candidates to
replace the directors whose regular three-year terms
are expiring. The Board of Directors will confirm
the fact by personal contact with the candidates, that
they are willing to accept directorship responsibilities. Please keep in mind that any director nominated should be capable of serving as an officer of the
Chamber, since officers are elected from the Board
of Directors.
Please contact the Chamber office with your nominations for the position on the Board of Directors to
the Chamber office no later than May 31, 2022.
Should you have any questions concerning this,
please contact me at the Chamber office at 763421‑7130.
With regards,
Peter Turok, President
Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce

Limited On Street
Sponsorships now available!
One of the largest craft fairs in the Twin Cities
is coming soon and it is a great marketing opportunity for your business! The 23rd annual
Anoka Riverfest & Craft Fair is coming this
summer. This year the festivities take place
on Saturday, July 9, 2022 in historic downtown Anoka.
The Anoka Riverfest & Craft Fair is a great
way to showcase your business to potentially
25,000 plus people in just one day. What other promotion can give you that exposure?
The 2022 festival promises to be another great
success and we want to offer your business the
chance to be involved.
There are many ways to partner with the
Anoka Riverfest & Craft Fair to promote
your business. Numerous sponsorships opportunities are available. Whether you want to
just be a part of this event with your business
name or be on the street in front of the large
crowds, there is a sponsorship to fit!
There are a limited number of on street
sponsorship booth slots available. Please
contact Peter Turok at 763-421-7130 or
pete@anokaareachamber.com for more information on these limited sponsorship opportunities.
Go to www.anokariverfest.org for more details!
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From the Desk of: Peter Turok
into perspective, let’s go back to 2021.
The Chamber Gala Dinner has to be
postponed until the later part of May due
to a shutdown. To say things were anything but normal is an understatement!
Now forward to 2022 and everything
started out in January like normal as we
were hard at it working on the Gala Dinner.
You, the members of this organization
stepped up big time! You sponsored,
you bought tickets, you donated! In fact
you donated in record numbers for the
Silent Auction! For the Event Sponsorships, so many sold that I had to create a
Peter Turok
new one and well, I sold myself! Yes, I
President
offered Mike Scholl and the crew at
“THANK YOU!!”
Northeast Bank that were looking to do a
I don’t know if a simple thank you sponsorship, that turned out to be me. I
is enough when it comes to the
created an MC Sponsor. I offered it up to
Chamber Gala Dinner Fundraiser. Mike and he jumped at it. I wore a sash
The event was held on February
that said, “MC Sponsored by Northeast
25th and what a great night we had! Bank”. Hey, king’s wear sashes so I was
I think that is the most “normal”
good with it and more importantly it was
time I have had in a long, long
all about the Chamber and this fundraistime. We had a great crowd in
ing event. The staff, Board of Directors
place on the night of the Gala.
and Gala Dinner Committee can’t
To back track a little to put all that THANK YOU all enough for your in-

credible support of the Anoka Area
Chamber and the mission that we have.
To get over 300 people together for a
great night of food, fun and fundraising
was wonderful. I could feel it in the
room that people were ready to get out
and have some fun and I hope we supplied that.
Now time to get back to the piles.
Some great events are coming up, first
being one that I’m looking forward to
getting back up and running. It’s The
Mix Business After Hours Networking
Event. We haven’t had that one in
place since early 2020. It’s a great and
free for members networking event and
I hope you’ll come. The event will be
held on Wednesday, March 30th from
4:30 to 6:30 pm at Nucky’s Speakeasy
in downtown Anoka. The event is
sponsored by Darlene & Bruce Sogn at
Oakwood Insurance Agency. Hey, you
might win some gift cards that will be
given away that night but more importantly you might just meet your
next business client!
It’s starting to feel a little more
“normal” and I LIKE IT!!!
Mark Johnson
Master Electrician

763-422-1721 Office

Residential—Commercial
Sales—Service—Installation

3731 Thurston Ave. NW, Suite 108 Anoka, MN 55303

Free Estimates
Wine Tastings
First Friday
of every
month.
4:30-7:00

This Space Available

Advertise to 1000 businesses
each month in this spot.
Cost is just $25 per issue.

This Space Available

DON MCGUIRE
Market President

DMcGuire@midwestone.com
Direct: 763.422.4507
Cell: 612.749.7688
3585 124th Ave. NW
Coon Rapids, MN 55433
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Advertise to 1000 businesses each
month in this spot.
Cost is just $25 per issue.

Calendar of Events

March

24-Midwest Economic Forecast Summit
8 to 11 a.m.
Delta by Marriott, Fargo and Livestreamed
virtually.

Members of the Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce are
invited to attend. To register for this event click: : https://
bit.ly/MidwestEconSummit

30-The Mix Business After Hours Member
Networking Event
Nucky’s Speakeasy
300 East Main Street, Anoka
4:30 to 6:30 PM
FREE to attend!

April

6-Chamber A.M. Connections Networking Group
Meeting held in person at the Chamber offices
7:45 to 9 AM
FREE to Attend and NO RSVP NEEDED!
19-Chamber Board of Directors Monthly Meeting
Chamber offices
7:30 AM
20-Chamber A.M. Connections Networking Group
Meeting held in person at the Chamber offices
7:45 to 9 AM
FREE to Attend and NO RSVP NEEDED!
21-Taping of The Chamber Report TV Show
QCTV Studios in Champlin
1:30 PM to 3:00 PM
Want to have your business features on an
upcoming show? It’s a FREE benefit of
membership you can do each year!
Contact Chamber staff for details.

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY!
The Anoka Riverfest & Craft Fair is
July 9th in historic Anoka!

Chamber Web Site
Sponsorship's available!

Over 25,000 people attended in 2021!
A limited number of On Street Sponsorships are now
available that will put you in front of
A LOT OF PEOPLE!!

The Chamber gets tons of hits per day as
both the public and business people go to
the web site. Get your logo and a link on the Chamber Web
Site and be seen! Limited opportunities exist!

Contact Peter Turok at 763-421-7130 at the Chamber for
more information on sponsorship opportunities!

Contact Pete Turok at the Chamber office for details.
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