MEMBERSHIP IN THE CHAMBER
COMES WITH BENEFITS!
This Anoka Area Chamber Member Benefit
COMES WITH A DISCOUNT!!
The Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce
is a business organization made up of
and ran by business people. Our goal is
a simple one, do the best job to help promote and better our business members.
There are many benefits of membership
available only to members of the Anoka
Area Chamber of Commerce. Each
month we’ll highlight one of the benefits. If you’d like to learn about all benefits available, attend a Member Orientation Meeting held each month on the 2nd
Thursday from 8 to 9 AM at the Chamber office. The meeting is free. RSVP to
763.421.7130 or
mail@anokaareachamber.com.

This month's benefit is: Member Discounts.

Did you know that just by being a member of the Anoka Area
Chamber of Commerce, you are eligible for discounts from area
businesses? Many Chamber members are offering you a special discount. You can find this discount on the Chamber web site at
www.anokaareachamber.com. On the home page, click on the
“Chamber Members” tab and then “Member Discounts”. Check out
the savings ready for you to take advantage of.
If you would like to offer a discount to other Chamber members, just
send in your discount to pete@anokaareachamber.com and it will be
put in the Member Discount section.
It’s a GREAT way to save and no coupon to print out!
For more information about this benefit or any other benefits of
membership in the Anoka Area Chamber, call 763.421.7130.

Chairperson’s Letter
Fall is closing in on us. And with
that we are gearing up for the Annual Anoka Area Chamber Golf Tournament Fundraiser. It is scheduled
for September 20th. This is the
33rd annual event and we need your
help. Team and individual golf
spots are now open. This tournament fills quickly so if you are interested in golfing, don’t wait. Event
sponsorships are a key to the event,
and many are now available. Contact Pete or Tami at the office for
details. Another key piece to the
success of this fundraiser is donations for the Silent Auction. If you
can give, thank you!! Let Chamber
staff know, and they will come and
pick up the item. We will make sure
everyone knows you donated! A
huge THANK YOU to Killebrew
Root Beer, this year’s Golf Tournament Title Sponsor!!!

Chamber Networking is back to
in person networking. We have
both masked and unmasked
members attending. The Chamber’s AM Connections Networking Group meets the first
and third Wednesday of each
month at the Chamber office. The meeting is from 7:45
to 9 am. Who is this
group? It’s you, the members of
the Anoka Area Chamber of
Commerce! The meetings are
FREE to attend, and NO RSVP
needed! Just show up and don’t
forget to bring your business
cards!!
Maris Schilling
Chair of the Board of
Directors
Anoka Area Chamber of
Commerce
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Maris Schilling
Chairperson of the
Board of Directors

“Fall is closing
in on us. And
with that we are
gearing up for
the Annual
Anoka Area
Chamber Golf
Tournament
Fundraiser.”
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NETWORKING ALERT!!!!!

Abilities Ahead

The Anoka Area Chamber will feature some
great networking events in the coming
months. These events are designed to give
you the opportunity to promote your products and services. See full details in articles
within this newsletter or go to the Chamber
web site at www.anokaareachamber.com.
All meetings will be held in person !

Incorporating people with disabilities
into the workforce

Working through the pandemic
For Gary, 63, Opportunity Partners provided just the
right amount of support to help keep him working
successfully throughout the pandemic. As a greeter at
a Twin Cities Walmart, Gary was considered an essential worker and was entrusted with expanded job
duties during COVD-19, checking that customers
wore facial coverings and keeping track of numbers
entering for capacity limits.

Mark your calendar for
these networking events:
8/18 AM Connections Networking

What’s more, Gary was a welcome face at the store
throughout the uncertainties of the pandemic. “A lot
of regulars were glad to see him,” his staff noted.

9/1 AM Connections Networking

Gary, who experienced partial paralysis following a
heart attack and stroke in his 20s, is grateful for nonprofit organization Opportunity Partners for originally
placing him in the job nearly a decade ago and
providing ongoing job coaching to help him be successful over the years.

9/15 AM Connections Networking
9/20 Annual Chamber Golf
Tournament Fundraiser

“Opportunity Partners staff have done a good job
through the years of helping me,” he said. “I enjoy
the people at my job and it gets me out of the house.”
Organizations like Opportunity Partners are right here
in your community, ready to help people with disabilities find and succeed at jobs and to serve as a resource and disability expert for companies who need
assistance finding dedicated employees.
During a time when many companies are struggling
to recruit enough workers, our organization can
match companies with eager candidates. We also provide assistance with company training, regular job
coaching – either onsite or behind the scenes – and
are ready to step in and help if any special supports
are needed.

IN PERSON

In addition to direct placements, Opportunity Partners
can also provide supervised teams at your location
and can do contract packaging and assembly at our
facilities. Contact us today for more information!
By Opportunity Partners, a nonprofit organization
advancing the quality of life for people with disabilities. More at opportunities.org, part-
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Member News
Member News is a column that gives members a chance to introduce their business products and
services to the membership of the Chamber.
These articles are written by the businesses featured.
Allina Health Mercy Hospital ranked second in the
Twin Cities and fourth in Minnesota, according to
U.S. News & World Report
Allina Health hospitals ranked three of the four best in
the Twin Cities
Allina Health’s Mercy Hospital was ranked second in the Twin
Cities and fourth in the state in the new U.S. News & World Report 2021-22 Best Hospital rankings. Additionally, Allina
Health’s Abbott Northwestern Hospital and United Hospital were
ranked first and fourth in the Twin Cities.
“Being recognized by the U.S. News and World Report 20212022 Best Hospitals rankings is an honor that reflects our exceptional care team’s dedication to provide the highest quality
Whole Person Care to all those we serve,” said Sara Criger, senior vice president of Allina Health and president of Mercy and
United Hospitals. “We are tremendously proud of our care teams
and the rankings are an affirmation of the life changing work
they do each and every day.”

Did you know that the Heart of the City Music Factory can be
rented hourly, daily, weekly or monthly? We are a multi-use
venue, that not only hosts a regular concert series featuring local
and national artists, but our unique and intimate space also facilitates small weddings, receptions, church meetings and/or services, luncheons, parties, reunions, birthdays, seminars, trainings and more.
The Heart of the City Music Factory is located conveniently
near highway 169 and highway 10 in the Old Milk Factory
building, directly beside the Rum River. All parking is free and
in addition, the Anoka NorthStar Parking Station is only half a
block away.
If your business, family or your friends are looking for a unique,
historic space that can seat up to 130 people, we would love to
connect with you!
Visit our website at www.heartofthecity.org/heart-of-the-citymusic-factory or contact us at: 612-990-6192 or
dadler@heartofthecity.org to learn more.

In addition to their rankings in the Twin Cities and state, Mercy
Hospital also received high performing grades in pulmonology &
lung surgery, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD),
colon cancer surgery diabetes, heart attack, heart failure, hip replacement, kidney failure, knee replacement, pneumonia, and
stroke.
Abbott Northwestern Hospital in Minneapolis was not only
ranked the best hospital in the Twin Cities, but was ranked second in the entire state. They received national rankings in two
specialty areas: neurology and neurosurgery (#37), and cardiology and heart surgery (#44). Abbott Northwestern Hospital also
received “high performing” grades in several other areas, including diabetes & endocrinology, gastroenterology & GI surgery,
geriatrics, orthopedics, pulmonology & lung surgery, and urology, abdominal aortic aneurysm repair, aortic valve surgery, colon
cancer surgery, heart attack, heart bypass surgery, heart failure,
hip replacement, kidney failure, knee replacement, lung cancer
surgery, pneumonia, stroke, and transcatheter aortic valve replacement (TAVR).
More information is available at http://health.usnews.com/besthospitals.

YOUR BUSINESS HERE!

Did You Know…..

The Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce has
a 95% retention rate of membership
renewals!!
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If you would like to feature your business in
the “Member News" column,
just call the Chamber office.
Members can feature two articles about their
Business per year FREE of charge.
Articles in “Member News” are another of
the many benefits of membership
in the Chamber.
Call 763.421.7130 for more info.

Member News

UPDATE on Production of the
Official Magazine of the
Anoka Area
Chamber of Commerce!

Member News is a column that gives members a
chance to introduce their business products and
services to the membership of the Chamber.
These articles are written by the businesses featured.

Ad Sales continue for the 2021/2022 Official
Magazine of the Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce.
This publication is given out throughout the year
from the Chamber offices and all our member cities.
A one time mailing is also done to area residents in
October. The magazine is also available via the
Chamber’s web site.

You are invited to Autumn Glen Senior Living for a Memory
Care Open House on Tuesday, August 17 and Thursday, August 19 from 4 - 6:30 p.m. When someone you know is experiencing memory loss, we’re here with Pearls of Life® memory
care. Pearls of Life recognizes the value of each individual and
helps residents live dignified, well-rounded lives, discovering
the treasures, or pearls, within.
Pearls of Life memory care offers Montessori Inspired Lifestyle®, a positive approach to providing care for adults living
with dementia or Alzheimer’s disease. This approach of care is
based on the methods of Maria Montessori, as adapted for
adults by Dr. Cameron Camp, founder of the Center for Applied
Research in Dementia. This approach allows residents to focus
on their individual strengths and engage in meaningful activities.
The open house will include light appetizers, refreshments, a
tour of Autumn Glen Senior Living and a chance to learn more
about Montessori Inspired Lifestyle. Each guest will leave with
a signature summer sangria basket that includes a summer
drink, house-made salsa and chips prepared by Chef Craig.
Please RSVP to Megan at 763-772-4492 by Friday, August 13.
We’d love to show you around our community!

NEW TO THE MAGAZINE THIS YEAR!!
We have added a new “HELP WANTED” page.
Ad space on this page will be 3” x 2” and will be
priced at $195.00 for the year.
For more information on advertising in the Official
Magazine of the Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce,
please contact Corey Nelson at 763.242.1742
Or Email jbduracha@gmail.com

Join the Anoka
County Violence
Prevention
Roundtable!

Have you heard? Anoka County is
leading the way in violence prevention efforts in Minnesota.
The focus of the Anoka County Violence Prevention Roundtable
is to prevent relationship violence in Anoka County by increasing knowledge, making connections, identifying gaps, and
creating solutions.
The Roundtable is made up of elected officials, public health and
medical professionals, public safety personnel, social workers,
and community leaders across sectors. New members to this
group are welcome and encouraged!
Anoka County business leaders have an important role to play in
ending violence in our community through fostering safe environments, hosting employee trainings on relationship violence,
and continuing these critical conversations with your staff, customers, family, and others in your network.
For more information about the Roundtable and to join the email
list and attend future meetings, contact Justin Navratil, Anoka
County Public Health and Environmental Services health program planner/policy analyst, at justin.navratil@co.anoka.mn.us
or 763-324-4336.
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Welcome New Members

Ribbon Cuttings

The Board of Directors of the Chamber would like to
welcome the following New Members to this business organization!
We urge the membership to use the goods and services of other Chamber members. This is what the
Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce is all about.

Minty Nails

1574 154th Ave. NW, #1078, Andover

Chick-fill-A Coon Rapids at Riverdale
Alex McLaughlin
Alex.mclaughlin@cfafranchisee.com
3590 River Rapids Drive NW, Coon Rapids
763-323-9978
www.cfacoonrapids.com
Restaurant
Cowboy Mel’s Barbershop
Mark Undem
cowboymel3@gmail.com
1923 2nd Avenue South, Anoka
763-421-8365
Barbershop

The Anoka Area Chamber Ambassadors and
City of Andover officials held a ribbon
cutting at Misty Nails in Andover.
Cutting the ribbon are owners Thao Do and
Cuong Phan.

i9 Sports
Janson & Amy Kinsley
Janson@kinsley@i9sports.com
11468 Marketplace Dr. N, Ste 1000-405, Champlin
763-203-4296
www.i9sports.com
Youth Sports Organization

Mission Statement
of the Anoka Area
Chamber of
Commerce

Keller Williams Classic Realty/Rory Langbecker
Rory Langbecker
rory24abc@gmail.com
1740 116th Avenue NW, #100, Coon Rapids
612-310-9631
www.rorylangbecker.kw.com
Real Estate

Creating
Opportunities For
Business
and
Community
To Thrive

River Oaks of Anoka
Lori Thomas
rohousing@lane1.com
910 Western Street, Anoka
763-421-4011
www.langnelson.com/minnesota-apartmentrentals/river-oaks-of-anoka.html
Assisted Living
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Announcing the
“Anoka Area

Chamber
Ambassador
of the Month”
Michelle Hudak,
Mary Kay
Independent Beauty
Consultant

Michelle Hudak is a Mary Kay Independent Beauty Consultant. For 20 years, she has specialized in consulting on the
best skin care and color cosmetics for her clients, as well as
their gift-giving needs. She saves them time and money by
offering convenience and personal delivery. Michelle lives in
Ham Lake with her husband, Scott, and son, Mike. She’s
been a Chamber Ambassador for the past seven years and
enjoys meeting the area business owners and welcoming their
businesses into the local community.

If you are interested in becoming an Anoka
Area Chamber Ambassador, contact Peter
Turok at pete@anokaareachamber.com
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From the Desk of: Peter Turok
ago . He said, “Pete, you can ask members for donations and support twice a
year but don’t ask anymore than that.” I
could not agree more. That’s why there
are two Chamber fundraisers a year and
no more!
I hate to do the Ask but it is necessary so
here it is!
The Annual Chamber Golf Tournament
is Monday, September 20th at Green Haven Golf Course in Anoka. There are
many ways that a member can help.
Playing in the tournament is one way.
Another is to be a sponsor. Whether that
is a team, hole or special event sponsorPeter Turok
ship. Another is to donate an item for the
President
Silent Auction which is a key piece to the
“The Ask” is back!!
fundraising effort. Lastly, you can doTwice a year I do the “Ask”. Two nate some promotional items with your
Chamber fundraisers means two
name on it to the Golfer Goodie Bag.
“Asks.” The fundraisers do a cou- Here’s a breakdown on all of those.
ple of things; it keeps the mission
Team-We always sell out as we only
that is the Chamber going strong
allow 144 golfers. That’s 2 teams per
and it helps us keep our memberhole. You can be an Eagle Sponsor and
ship dues some of the lowest in the that gets you a 4-some plus a Hole SponState of Minnesota when it comes sorship.
to Chambers. I was told by a very Event Sponsorship-There are many opwise Chamber member long, long tions here. Whether that is a Birdie or

Park Sponsorship which gets you at a
hole on the course. Other Event Sponsorships include everything from the
Win All the Spirits Raffle, Putting
Contest Sponsor, Beverage Cart Sponsor and a lot more.
Silent Auction Donation-This is a key
piece to the fundraiser. Members donate an item and we put it on the Silent
Auction. We’ll make sure everyone
knows you donated. Hey, just you bidding makes a difference as well. We
will be using ClickBid so you can bid
whether you attend the event or not! If
you have something to donate, just let
me know and I’ll come a runnin’!
Golfer Goodie Bag Donation-At the
tournament, each golfer gets a goodie
bag. Members can put something in
the bag. A pen, notepad, kozzie cup or
whatever you might have that has your
name on it! Get me 150 items and
we’ll get you in the bag!
There you go! That is the Ask! This
membership has been so incredibly
supportive in the past and I thank you
for that! I promise this is the last
“Ask” of 2021!!!
Mark Johnson
Master Electrician

763-422-1721 Office

Residential—Commercial
Sales—Service—Installation

3731 Thurston Ave. NW, Suite 108 Anoka, MN 55303

Free Estimates
Wine Tastings
First Friday
of every
month.
4:30-7:00

This Space Available

Advertise to 1000 businesses
each month in this spot.
Cost is just $25 per issue.

DON MCGUIRE
Market President
DMcGuire@midwestone.com
Direct: 763.422.4507
Cell: 612.749.7688
3585 124th Ave. NW
Coon Rapids, MN 55433
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This Space Available

Advertise to 1000 businesses each
month in this spot.
Cost is just $25 per issue.

Calendar of Events
August

17-Chamber A.M. Connections Networking Group
Meeting held in person at the Chamber offices
7:45 to 9 AM
FREE to Attend and NO RSVP NEEDED!
18-Chamber Board of Directors Meeting
Chamber Office
Meeting held via ZOOM and/or in person
at the Chamber offices
7:30 AM to 9:00 AM
24-The Coon Rapids Business Council Meeting
Bunker Hills Event Center (In Person)
7:30 AM

September
1-Chamber A.M. Connections Networking Group
Meeting held in person at the Chamber offices
7:45 to 9 AM
FREE to Attend and NO RSVP NEEDED!
6-The Chamber offices will be closed for Labor Day
15-Chamber A.M. Connections Networking Group
Meeting held in person at the Chamber offices
7:45 to 9 AM
FREE to Attend and NO RSVP NEEDED!
16-Taping of The Chamber Report TV Show
QCTV Studios in Champlin
1:30 PM to 3:00 PM
20-Annual Chamber Golf Tournament Fundraiser
Green Haven Golf Course, Anoka
Registration begins at 8:30 AM
Tee-Off is at 10 AM
Dinner & Program starts at 3:30 PM
Call the Chamber offices at 763-421-7130
to sign up to play, sponsor or donate!

Chamber Web Site
Sponsorship's available!

21-Chamber Board of Directors Planning Meeting
Chamber Office
Meeting held via ZOOM and/or in person
at the Chamber offices
11 AM

The Chamber gets tons of hits per day as
both the public and business people go to
the web site. Get your logo and a link on the Chamber Web
Site and be seen! Limited opportunities exist!
Contact Pete Turok at the Chamber office for details.
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