MEMBERSHIP IN THE CHAMBER
COMES WITH BENEFITS!
This Anoka Area Chamber Member Benefit PUTS YOU
IN THE HEADLINES!
The Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce
is a business organization made up of
and ran by business people. Our goal is
a simple one, do the best job to help promote and better our business members.
There are many benefits of membership
available only to members of the Anoka
Area Chamber of Commerce. Each
month we’ll highlight one of the benefits. If you’d like to learn about all benefits available, attend a Member Orientation Meeting held each month on the 2nd
Thursday from 8 to 9 AM at the Chamber office. The meeting is free. RSVP to
763.421.7130 or
mail@anokaareachamber.com.

This month's benefit is: Member News Article.

Twice a year, each member of the Anoka Area Chamber may submit an article
for placement in the “Member News” section of this newsletter. The article
should be 200 words or less and is due by the first of the month.
Use this article to tell the membership the who, what, when, where and why's
about your products and/or services. The newsletter is mailed to 950 businesses
each month. Do they know who you are and what you have to offer them? Include a picture or business logo if you wish. Articles should be in a Word document and logo’s or pictures sent in a jpg format. Email all to:
mail@anokaareachamber.com. Space is limited so call 763.421.7130 or email
and let us know you want to be featured. It’s FREE and it’s another benefit of
membership in the Chamber!
For more information about this benefit or any other benefits of membership in
the Chamber, call 763.421.7130.

Chairperson’s Letter
This year is already feeling like it is
moving amazingly fast. We have
one month done and spring is just
around the corner.
If you have not made a resolution
for your business for the year, I
would like to suggest…
Get involved with the Anoka Area
Chamber of Commerce. There are
many networking opportunities that
will help you grow your business.
We have virtual meetings where you
can meet other members and let
them know all about what you have
to offer them. The Chamber Report
TV Show is another way to let the
community at large know about
you.
The Chamber newsletter is another
way to get your word out. You can

have articles placed there in the
“Member News” column.
Our Chamber is also incredibly
involved in our member communities. The upcoming Annual State of the Cities Member
Luncheon is a great way to see
what is happening in our region.
You can attend in person or virtually. See the front page for
more details.

Make 2021 your best year ever,
by getting involved with the
Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce. You’ll be happy you
did!
Maris Schilling
Chair of the Board of
Directors
Anoka Area Chamber of
Commerce
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Maris Schilling
Chairperson of the
Board of Directors

“Make 2021
your best year
ever, by
getting
involved with
the Anoka
Area Chamber
of Commerce.
You’ll be
happy you
did!”

Spotlight on: The City of Anoka

DEVELOPMENT & PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS UPDATE

DEVELOPMENTS
Eastview Meadows Phase 2 - Located on the eastern border of Anoka is a 9-acre development site that is currently under construction of 20 detached townhome units targeted for empty-nesters and seniors. This new
neighborhood will provide maintenance free living while maintaining the feel of single family homes.
Highland Park - The City of Anoka is in the process of completing real estate acquisitions and is making
plans for the Green Haven Parkway Phase II (construction of a parkway from Garfield, where Phase 1 is completed, to Jacob Lane). Construction of the new parkway will occur in 2021. Also, the City is working on a
new residential development in this same area.
The American Club – Overlooking Green Haven Golf Course, this cooperative community is exclusively designed for independent members 62+ years. It will be building
along the 18th fairway of Green Haven Golf Course. It will
consist of 87 homes. Construction is expected to begin early
this spring.
David Weekley Homes – Located on 4th Avenue adjacent to
the Rum River, construction of this 56-unit detached townhome development began. The single family residential development will be enhanced by proximity to local amenities;
the Rum River, the Rum River Regional Trail, downtown
Anoka, and the Northstar Commuter Rail and Anoka Station.
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS
Street Renewal Program
• Anoka’s Street Renewal Program (SRP) began in the year 2000 and has reconstructed over 32% of the
city’s roadway system. The program was developed to reconstruct streets that are in poor condition of the bituminous surfacing, concrete curbing, and poor storm water surface drainage. This also includes replacing existing sanitary sewer, undersized water main, and storm sewer that has aged and deteriorated over time.
The 2021 SRP project will begin the program in the Swede Town neighborhood which is bounded by Harrison
Street to the north, Jackson Street to the south, 7th Avenue to the east and 4th Avenue to the west. The first area
being proposed to be reconstructed includes portions of 6th Avenue (Jackson St to Harrison St), School Street
(150’ W of 6th Av to 7th Ave), and Van Buren Street (6th Av to 7th Av). The 2021 area includes a total of 0.44
miles at an estimated cost of $1,851,000. The project is anticipated to begin this spring with final completion
in late this fall.
COVID-19 RESPONSE
Knowing the difficult time Anoka businesses have endured during COVID-19, the City continues to provide
business owners information to valuable resources, including grants, to help them navigate through this difficult time. City staff worked closely with the owners of bars and restaurants by offering a free permitting process to allow for temporary outdoor seating – even during the winter months. Staff arranged for and crews set
barricades, cones, bonfire pits, continued to supply wood and kept owners informed of any changes related to
the Governor’s Executive Orders.
See Anoka’s latest news and announcements at www.anokaminnesota.com and to sign up for notifications.
Follow the City on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.
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NETWORKING!
It’s what the Chamber is
All About!!
Since the inception of the Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce in 1952,
networking has been a large part of the mission that is the Chamber.
The Chamber continues to offer numerous ways to help you tell people
about the products and services your business has to offer. While that has
changed a bit since the pandemic began, networking is still happening!
To find a list of current networking opportunities, turn to page 7 of this
newsletter and LET THE NETWORKING BEGIN!!
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Member News
Member News is a column that gives members a chance to introduce their
business products and services to the membership of the Chamber.
These articles are written by the businesses featured.
Holly Benson Joins
Border Bank as
Vice President - Business
Officer

What can Mr. Handyman do for you? Become the most trusted
and professional handyman you call for all your household repairs, improvements, and maintenance. Here at Mr. Handyman
were licensed, insured, and bonded so you and your home are
protected. Our technicians will arrive on time, in uniform and
have a van full of tools! Since 1996, nearly 1 million home and
business owners have trusted Mr. Handyman for all home repairs, maintenance, improvements, and remodeling because we
believe in exceptional service and quality workmanship. You
can trust we will give a high-end customer experience when
arriving and leaving your home because in this business experience counts, and Mr. Handyman technicians have an average of
over 10 years’ experience in trades, which is a major difference
between Mr. Handyman and other handyman services. We give
you a guarantee for 1 year on workmanship and products we
purchase. We are a local family-owned business but backed by
national brand standards. Whether our professional handymen
are improving your home, maintaining your business, or providing local jobs, Mr. Handyman is a proud member of your local
community. Say hello to Mr. Handyman and goodbye to that
to-do list. Call us 763-299-7939. www.mrhandyman.com/
coon-rapids-blaine/

Erik Hegg, Coon Rapids Border
Bank President, announced Holly
Benson has joined Border Bank as
a Vice President - Business Officer. “We are excited Holly said
yes to joining our team. Holly brings 24 years of banking experience to Border Bank, serving in a variety of capacities ranging
from Branch Coordinator to Vice President, Commercial Lending. She is admired in the business community for her ability to
help businesses grow,” said Hegg.
“It’s an honor to be with Border
Bank – a bank that has earned the
reputation of partnering with business owners and entrepreneurs to
advise and guide them to achieve
their business development goals
and ultimate success,” said Benson.
Benson secured her degree from St.
Cloud State University and is active
in a variety of local organizations.
She serves as an Ambassador of the
MetroNorth Chamber of Commerce
and is also a member of the Anoka
Area Chamber of Commerce. In addition, she is involved in the
Working with Women group and Connecting Women in Business. Besides banking, Benson enjoys anthropology, hiking,
spending time with her family, and going to the family cabin.
Benson can be reached at holly.benson@border.bank or
763.780.6626.
Border Bank was established in 1935 and has nine branches
throughout Minnesota, including Coon Rapids, Greenbush, Thief
River Falls, Middle River, Badger, Roseau, Baudette, International Falls, Clearbrook and one branch in Fargo, North Dakota.

Take the Yukon Challenge and help the ACBC
Food Shelf!
MN Run Series Invites you to embrace the Minnesota winter and get out for a Virtual Race!

Choose from a 5k, 10k or 13.1 and race anytime in February.
Virtual Race Details:
-Awesome tech tee-available in unisex, women’s and youth sizes
-Finisher medal for all participants -Verified results system
-Age group rankings and awards
-MN RUN Series sticker set featuring the distance you select
-Yukon Challenge photo frame for social media
-Choose your own course-paths, treadmills and parkways
-Doorstep delivery, or pick up your shirt and medal at Running
Room in Saint Paul from Feb. 10 to 28
-Plus get a discount on running gear if you pick up at Running
Room Saint Paul -Run your race and post your results anytime in Feb. Results deadline is Feb. 28
-Registration is open through Feb. 28-Less than 300 spots remaining.– Cost is $35
Go to https://raceroster.com/series/2021/37914/mn-run-series to sign up!
5

Welcome New Members

The Board of Directors of the Chamber would like to welcome the following New Members
to this business organization!
We urge the membership to use the goods and services of other Chamber members. This is
what the Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce is all about. Promoting business between local
partners interested in the future of the area!

David Weekley Homes
Julie Lintvedt
jlintvedt@dwhomes.com
12900 Whitewater Dr., Ste. 180
Minnetonka
317-669-8605
www.davidweekleyhomes.com
Home Builder

Anita Spading LLC
Anita Spading
anita@anitaspading.com
9935 107th Avenue North,
Maple Grove
763-286-4131
www.anitaspading.com
Business Coaching/Consulting

Not yet a member of the Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce? We invite you to be a part of this growing business organization
dedicated to making your business better! Contact Chamber President Peter Turok at pete@anokaareachamber.com for details!
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NETWORKING!!

NETWORKING ALERT!!!!!

The Anoka Area Chamber will feature some
great networking events in the coming
months. These events are designed to give
you the opportunity to promote your products and services. See full details in articles
within this newsletter or go to the Chamber
web site at www.anokaareachamber.com.
All meetings will be held via ZOOM for the
foreseeable future.

Mark your calendar for these
networking events:
2/16 Chamber Member Luncheon
2/17 AM Connections Networking
2/18 Women’s Professional Network
3/3 AM Connections Networking
3/11 Young Professionals Connection
3/17 AM Connections Networking

Check out these Anoka Area Chamber
Networking Opportunities!

The Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce offers numerous
networking opportunities for our membership.
See what is available below and don’t miss these opportunities to promote the products and services your
business has to offer and don’t forget to bring your
business cards!!!!
AM Connections Networking GroupThis group meets on the 1st
and 3rd Wednesdays of each
month. The meetings are held
from 7:45 to 9 am via ZOOM.
FREE to attend for all members
of the Chamber!! For more
information, contact the Chamber office at 763-4217130.
Women Professionals NetworkThis Chamber features a group
focused on promoting the growth
of women business professionals
through educational opportunities
and a supportive network of
contemporaries.
The group meets on the third
Thursday of each month from 12:00-1:00 pm. The
group is open to Chamber members and there’s no cost
to join. Contact Tami Wendt at tami@lexicacomm.net
to RSVP or with questions.
Young Professionals ConnectionThe Anoka Area Young Professionals Connection
(YPC) seeks to help young
professionals connect, collaborate, and build community.
YPC hosts social events,
monthly Lunch & Learns on
professional development
topics, and more all with the
goal of cultivating the next generation of Chamber
members and connecting area businesses to local nonprofits. For more information, contact the Chamber
office at 763-421-7130.
YOU ASKED FOR NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES AND
CHAMBER IS OFFERING THEM!!
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Advertising in the
Chamber Newsletter
Hits the Business
Mark!

The Chamber newsletter is emailed to over 800 area
businesses each month. Advertising in the newsletter
gets your word out to those business owners. It's affordable and it hits the mark!

Next Coon Rapids
Business Council
Meeting is
February 23rd!

Advertising Rates in the
Chamber Newsletter
Business Card Ad
month
1/4 Page Ad
month
1/2 Page Ad
month
Full Page Ad
month

$25.00 per

$50.00 per
Are you a business owner in Coon
Rapids? If so, you are invited to the
$75.00 per
next Coon Rapids Business Council meeting. Learn about business
$100.00 per
topics and updates from the city.
The Business Council is jointly
sponsored by the City of Coon
Contact Pete Turok at the Chamber
office for details.
Rapids, Anoka Area Chamber of
Commerce and the MetroNorth
Chamber of Commerce. No reservation required.
Tuesday, February 23rd, 7:30 – 9
a.m. The meeting will be held virtually via ZOOM.
ZOOM information will be sent out
prior to the meeting.

Vision Statement of the Anoka Area Chamber of

Commerce

The AACC will be known as the predominant regional leader, providing member
businesses with opportunities and resources to help them thrive while advocating
with government, education, and citizens to help create a
better business environment and a stronger community.
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The Anoka Riverfest & Craft
Fair is a GREAT Marketing
Opportunity!
Limited Sponsorships now
available!

The Anoka Area Chamber
Young Professionals Connection
Upcoming Events

Connect with Anoka Area Young Professionals!

Did you know the Chamber has a group for young professionals?
The Anoka Area Young Professionals Connection (YPC) seeks
to help young professionals connect, collaborate, and build community. YPC hosts social events, monthly Lunch & Learns on
professional development topics, and more all with the goal of
cultivating the next generation of Chamber members and connecting area businesses to local nonprofits.

One of the largest craft fairs in
the Twin Cities is
coming soon and
it is a great marketing opportunity for your business! The 22nd annual Anoka Riverfest & Craft Fair
is coming this summer. This year the festivities take
place on Saturday, July 10, 2021 in historic downtown Anoka.
Anoka Riverfest & Craft Fair is a great way to showcase your business to potentially 20,000 plus people
in just one day. What other promotion can give you
that exposure?
The 2021 festival promises to be another great success and we want to offer your business the chance
to be involved. There are many ways to partner with
Anoka Riverfest & Craft Fair to promote your business. BE A PART OF THIS EVENT WITH A
SPONSORSHIP THAT STARTS AT JUST
$100!! That sponsorship will get your logo on the
Riverfest web site, promotional posters and Day of
the Event Signage! Other sponsorships are available
that include limited booth spaces for commercial
businesses that will put you on the street in front of
over 20,000 people!
Please contact Peter Turok at 763-421-7130 or
pete@anokaareachamber.com for more information
on these limited sponsorship opportunities.
Go to www.anokariverfest.org for more details!

Calendar items:

February Lunch & Learn: Learn Your Love
Language

Thursday, February 11 from 11:30-1:00 pm. Meeting held via
ZOOM
RSVP to anokaareaypc@gmail.com

March Lunch & Learn: March Money Madness
presented by Wells Fargo

Thursday, March 11 from 11:30-1:00 pm. Meeting location to be
determined
RSVP to anokaareaypc@gmail.com
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Announcing the

“Anoka Area Chamber

Ambassador of the Month”

Travis Collins, Comcast Business Team

I am so excited to
be a part of the
Anoka Area Chamber and proud to
call myself an ambassador.
I have been working in the community for the last 20 years specializing in business
Internet, telephone, cyber security, surveillance
and television services.
As a local Comcast Business Account Executive, I am here to support your technology
needs!
If you are interested in becoming an Anoka Area
Chamber Ambassador, contact Peter Turok at
pete@anokaareachamber.com
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Mission Statement
of the Anoka Area
Chamber of
Commerce

Creating
Opportunities
For
Business
and
Community
To Thrive

From the Desk of: Peter Turok
that welcome. On the other hand, some
of the changes that we have had to make
aren’t as bad as they were first thought to
be. An example for me is how often I
am connecting with state and national
elected officials. Oh there was always
some of that happening here as I reached
out on behalf of the Chamber to let those
people know what the membership of the
Chamber was thinking. Over the past 10
plus months a major change has been
that reach out and that is a good thing. It
is so vitally important that those elected
officials know what is happening with
the businesses on the streets of our memPeter Turok
ber cities. Doing that on a regular basis
President
is a good thing. Not that I get responses
Ch Ch Ch Changes!
all the time but hey, I know the messages
To quote the David Bowie song
have been sent and they will continue to
Changes, doesn’t that seem to fit
come. Once we get back to some sort of
right now more than ever?
normal I know that I will continue to let
Changes are everywhere. Changes those people know what is happening in
in routines that were so familiar to our region. They’ll hear the good and
us are now pretty much toast.
the bad as they should. The Chamber is
Changes in how we all do business. that voice of business that will be heard
Changes in our home life. Changes and we have been and will continue to do
are now a constant!
that more than ever before.
In some cases those changes are not Another of those changes have been how

This Space Available

Advertise to 1000 businesses each
month in this spot.
Cost is just $25 per issue.

we as an association of members can
meet. Last April the Chamber made the
move to go to virtual meetings for our
networking events. We scattered in the
in person options throughout the past
year where we could with limited numbers. I so long for the time when we
can get together in numbers in person.
I do have to admit that the virtual option is something that will be a part of
us all moving forward and there is a
part of that that is ok too.
Lastly, a major change for me has been
the handshake, or rather the “can’t do
that anymore” piece. I am a handshaker. Always have been and I do miss
that. It is a way to connect with someone more than just a nod or smile. I
am not one of those people who has to
crush your hand when doing it but rather a way to greet and introduce myself to. I am looking forward to that
time when I can see you and shake
your hand.
Ch Ch Changes. We are in the midst
of changes but we will handle all of
those as we have over the past year and
embrace the new changes coming!
Mark Johnson
Master Electrician

763-422-1721 Office

Residential—Commercial
Sales—Service—Installation

3731 Thurston Ave. NW, Suite 108 Anoka, MN 55303

Free Estimates
Wine Tastings
First Friday
of every
month.
4:30-7:00

This Space Available

Advertise to 1000 businesses
each month in this spot.
Cost is just $25 per issue.

DON MCGUIRE
Market President
DMcGuire@midwestone.com
Direct: 763.422.4507
Cell: 612.749.7688
3585 124th Ave. NW
Coon Rapids, MN 55433
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This Space Available

Advertise to 1000 businesses each
month in this spot.
Cost is just $25 per issue.

Calendar of Events
February

16-Chamber Board of Directors Meeting
Chamber Office
Meeting held via ZOOM and/or in person
7:30 AM to 9:00 AM
16-Chamber Member Luncheon
Topic: Annual State of the Cities
Meeting held in person or via ZOOM
Bunker Hills Event Center
12800 Bunker Prairie Road NW, Coon Rapids
11:00 AM to 1:00 PM
$20 per person or table of 6 for $120
RSVP to the Anoka Area Chamber offices
17-Chamber A.M. Business Connections
Networking Group
Meeting held via ZOOM
7:45 to 9 AM
FREE to Attend and NO RSVP NEEDED!
18-Women’s Professional Network Meeting
Meeting held via ZOOM
Noon to 1 PM
FREE to attend!
Contact Tami Wendt/Lexica Communications
to RSVP. tami@lexicacomm.net
23-Coon Rapids Business Council Meeting
Meeting held via ZOOM
7:30 AM

March

3-Chamber A.M. Business Connections
Networking Group
Meeting held via ZOOM
7:45 to 9 AM
FREE to Attend and NO RSVP NEEDED!
16-Chamber Board of Directors Meeting
Chamber Office
Meeting held via ZOOM and/or in person
7:30 AM to 9:00 AM
17-Chamber A.M. Business Connections
Networking Group
Meeting held via ZOOM
7:45 to 9 AM
FREE to Attend and NO RSVP NEEDED!
18-Women’s Professional Network Meeting
Meeting held via ZOOM
Noon to 1 PM

Chamber Web Site
Sponsorship's available!

The Chamber gets tons of hits per day as
both the public and business people go to
the web site. Get your logo and a link on the Chamber Web
Site and be seen! Limited opportunities exist!
Contact Pete Turok at the Chamber office for details.
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