MEMBERSHIP IN THE CHAMBER
COMES WITH BENEFITS!
This Anoka Area Chamber Member Benefit is a BLAST!
The Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce
is a business organization made up of
and ran by business people. Our goal is
a simple one, do the best job to help promote and better our business members.
There are many benefits of membership
available only to members of the Anoka
Area Chamber of Commerce. Each
month we’ll highlight one of the benefits. If you’d like to learn about all benefits available, attend a Member Orientation Meeting held each month on the 2nd
Thursday from 8 to 9 AM at the Chamber office. The meeting is free. RSVP to
763.421.7130 or
mail@anokaareachamber.com.

This month's benefit is: The Email Blast List.
The Chamber has an email list of members that is available to any Anoka Area
Chamber Member. The list is NOT given out to anyone else as it is a benefit of
membership in the Chamber!!!
The Email List will provide you with a great opportunity to network with the
membership of the Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce about the products and
services your business features. You can create your own email piece and get it
out to fellow members as often as you like with just a click of a button!
If you don’t want your email included in the email blast list being offered to
the membership, just call the Chamber office and we’ll pull your name from
the list. The Email List of members is yet another benefit of membership in the
Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce. Use your benefits to benefit your business!
For more information about this benefit or any other benefits of membership in
the Anoka Area Chamber, call 763.421.7130.

Chairperson’s Letter
Well, here we are, past the holiday pressures, the elections, and the forest fires
(remember Australia). Covid 19 is still
here doing its devastation, but at least
we can see the light at the end of the tunnel with vaccines being distributed. If
there is one thing I have learned, is, recognize the past, but do not look back,
look forward. Where you came from, is
not where you want to be in the future!
Business will continue, just differently.
So now is the time to recognize what the
chamber has and has had for a long time:
a multitude of ways to promote your
business.
We offer many ways to connect with
businesses within the chamber. A business that is able to send clients your way
and visa-versa can be a valuable partner.
Perhaps there is a business that can supply product for you as well. You just
need to filter through the member list
and set up some meetings. Or, come to
some of our several networking opportunities to meet potential partners and arrange to get to know them better at a private encounter.

Take advantage of the web site,
newsletters, and Cable TV. These
are ways you can promote yourself
for FREE.
Throughout the year there are professional development events. These
are announced in the weekly newsletter.
You can entice fellow members to
get to know you, by offering exclusive discounts or products just for
them.
So, take your eyes off that rearview
mirror. Look forward. There is a
great business year ahead of us. We
just need to embrace it with all the
positive attitude we can share.
Happy New Year to all of you. Let
us make 2021 a successful and prosperous year
Maris Schilling
Chair of the Board of
Directors
Anoka Area Chamber of
Commerce
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Maris Schilling
Chairperson of the
Board of Directors

“If there is
one thing I
have
learned, is,
recognize
the past, but
do not look
back, look
forward.”

Spotlight on: The City of Ramsey
Continuing to Balance our Rural Character and Urban Growth
Despite uncertain economic conditions due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, 2020 was another strong year for new growth.
Ramsey saw the growth of nearly 200 new households and continued interest in additional industrial growth. Retail continues to be negatively impacted by the pandemic, but is poised to make a strong return once COVID-19 subsides. For
more information on new growth in Ramsey, please visit www.cityoframsey.com/development.
The Ramsey Gateway Project – Vision Has Become Reality for Highway 10/169 in Ramsey
After a City-led, year-long planning process that created a unified vision, Anoka County has led a funding and design
effort that has now secured over 50 percent of the required funding for this $138 million project. The City is beyond
grateful to its funding partners - the US Department of Transportation, State of Minnesota and Metropolitan Council for securing nearly $85 million. These funding sources will result in initial construction beginning at the end of 2023
with primary construction in 2024 and 2025. In early 2021, Anoka County and the City will host an Open House to provide an update on the project funding and design process and seek additional feedback from the community on final design aspects. For more information, please visit www.anokacountyramseygateway.com.
Assistance for Businesses Impacted by COVID-19 Pandemic
The City of Ramsey has implemented programs to supplement Federal, State and County Assistance programs. Helpful
programs like the Payroll Protection Program (PPP), Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) and State and County
grants were available to businesses impacted by COVID-19 but Ramsey wanted to do more to help. The City of Ramsey
implemented a phased approach with a focus on businesses impacted by the Governor’s Executive Orders - temporarily
closing bars, restaurants and other places of public accommodation. Phase 1 included a local business resource page, a
restaurant status guide, 2020 fee waiver of on-sale liquor license renewal and a waiver of advertising fees. Phase 2 was a
$10,000 grant program that expanded the focus to include all small businesses negatively impacted by the pandemic and
subsequent executive orders. Thirty individual grants were issued to Ramsey Businesses totaling $295,905.02. The City
continues to look for ways to help our businesses during these challenging times.
Expanding Economic Development and Employment Opportunities
Bunker Lake Business Park, the City’s newest employment district, is
open for business. This public/private partnership extended roads, city
infrastructure and fiber on Bunker Lake Boulevard west of Armstrong
Boulevard. This 125-acre business park is Minnesota Shovel Ready Certified and has nearly 60 acres available for development. Four buildings
were constructed in the business park from 2017-2020, providing over
407,800 square feet for new manufacturing, industrial and indoor recreation businesses. The newest addition to the park is Delta ModTech
which moved into its 229,000 square foot facility in August of 2020.
Other businesses located in Bunker Lake Business Park include B & H
Machining, Northwood’s Manufacturing, MR Plex, 401 Machining, Adrenaline Sports, Jumpn’ Gymnastics, Team Packaging and others. Other commercial/industrial development is happening in other areas of the City. Suite Living Senior
Care of Ramsey, Ramsey Storage Center, M & G Trailer, Ace Solid Waste Expansion all completed projects in 2020.
The addition of these businesses has created an abundance of living wage jobs within the community and helps build
capacity for additional retail and restaurants.
Advancing the Vision for Downtown Ramsey
Development and investment in Ramsey’s downtown continues. A goal of our downtown is to provide a mix of uses and
create a vibrant community. This area has a strong residential and employment base with a growing retail base. Its strong
civic and public spaces help to fuel the momentum for more retail opportunity. Recent housing growth continues to capture the attention of area
retailers as well - for retailers know: a housing growth equals a growth in
its customer base. Sapphire Apartments, a 117-unit market-rate apartment
is now leasing and Cottages at the COR, a 40-unit single-family housing
project is over 50 percent built out. A 15,000 square foot retail center is
complete and is now open for lease. The Storyteller Café (2-story mixed
use), Gigi’s Salon and Spa and O’Reilly Auto Parts have city properties
under contract with plans to start construction of their projects in 2021.
For more information on these projects, please visit the Planning page of
the City of Ramsey’s website at www.cityoframsey.com.
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Annual Chamber Gala Dinner
Fundraiser Postponed

Abilities Ahead

Incorporating people with disabilities
into the workforce

The Board of Directors of the Anoka Area Chamber
of Commerce have made the decision to postpone the
annual Gala Dinner Fundraiser to a date later in 2021.
The event was scheduled to be held on February 19th.
With the current State mandates due to the pandemic
in place, the Board of Directors felt that the date
should be moved until safer conditions are in place
When we created a capabilities brochure a few years
and more people can attend.
ago, little did we know how these three words –
Chamber President Peter Turok stated, “This is a criti“Moving forward together” – would take on new
meaning in today's different world. Since mid-March, cal fundraiser for the Chamber each year. This event
Opportunity Partners has continued to safely support needs to be held in 2021 and done with the best chances of success and safety in mind.”
our current business partners with their production
Work continues on the event and when more is known
orders, thanks to our selfless staff members stepping
on a new date, the membership will be notified.
into new roles.
The Gala Dinner Committee would like to thank
This has helped us navigate through the uncertain eco- Connexus Energy who
is the Presenting
nomic waves to continue our important community
Sponsor for the 2021
mission of providing work opportunities for people
with disabilities. Safety of our teams and staff contin- Chamber Gala Dinner!
ues to be our #1 priority with all required safety precautions in place.

Moving forward together

Existing customers, especially those who are in the
“Do It Yourself”/home improvement market are particularly busy, as more people are starting new projects! More time at home, and less money spent on
travel, entertainment and sporting events adds up to
more disposable income for home projects.
We are working with new business partners who are
struggling to find reliable workers or need an extra
boost in labor. Many businesses are re-thinking their
labor force to focus more experienced workers on
skilled tasks and outsource repetitive, manual projects
to organizations like ours. We offer a per completed
piece pricing structure to control costs. With COVID
restrictions, we have successfully made accommodations to complete quality checks via photos or video
chats.
Organizations like Opportunity Partners, and our
friends at Rise and Achieve Services, are eager to help
you with packaging and assembly at our locations, as
well as community teams of workers or direct hires.
Contact us today!
By Opportunity Partners, a nonprofit organization
advancing the quality of life for people with disabilities. More at opportunities.org, partner@opportunities.org or 952-930-4201.
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Member News
Member News is a column that gives members a chance to introduce their
business products and services to the membership of the Chamber.
These articles are written by the businesses featured.

Trott Brook Benefit Raises $9,826
for Chamber Scholarship Program!

The Trott Brook Benefit Bash was held in August at the Draw
Park in Ramsey. This was the 16th annual Benefit hosted by
Jim and Lisa Steffen,
owners of Trott Brook Financial, an independent financial advisory firm located in Anoka. A large crowd turned out and were
entertained by Free Fallin’ – a Tribute to Tom Petty, while enjoying food and beverages from local food trucks. All proceeds
from the Benefit were donated to Youth First Community of
Promise and the Ann Talle Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce
Scholarship Fund, which awards college scholarships to graduating seniors at local area high schools as well as other educational scholarships in the area.
Trott Brook Financial would like to thank the over 50 corporate
sponsors that so graciously donated funds and made the Benefit
Bash a successful event. If you'd like information regarding
sponsoring next year’s event, please contact Jim Steffen at 763213-1000.

Mark Undis CPA- Over 35 years working with family owned
business. Mark’s unique approach and deep industry experience
is extraordinary. Mark works with you to design a reasonable
structure of payroll, rent, interest and distribution of profits.
Getting money out of your business in a tax efficient manner
helps you grow long term.
Kathy Hebert- 15 years of accounting experience focused on
family owned business. Kathy can help you organize your data
so that management has the tools it needs to measure business
performance. Kathy has assisted many dozens of small businesses with their day to day accounting needs.
We specialize in accounting, payroll, income tax, business valuation, succession planning and general consulting for family
owned business. Our mission is to be a trusted and valued adviser to small businesses, their owners and the families that depend
on them.
We like to work with our clients on a monthly basis. Doing so
actually helps keep our fees down and gives you a better understanding of your business. In addition, by having up to date financial information we are in a better position to help you make
critical business decisions.

Pictured above is Jim Steffen from Trott Brook
Financial handing over the check in the amount of
$9,826 from the Trott Brook Benefit Bash for the
Chamber’s Scholarship Program, to Peter Turok,
President of the Anoka Area Chamber
of Commerce.
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Welcome New Members

The Board of Directors of the Chamber would like to welcome the following New Members
to this business organization!
We urge the membership to use the goods and services of other Chamber members. This is
what the Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce is all about. Promoting business between local
partners interested in the future of the area!

The Mill Site LLC
Emily Larson
themillsiteanoka@gmail.com
111 Harrison Street, Anoka
763-242-7186
www.themillsiteanoka.com
Event Space

EBlaze Marketing, Inc.
Jon Ratliff
Jon.ratliff@eblaze.biz
5060 Covington Street, Greenwood, MN
612-968-4471
www.thefundraisingapp.com
Fundraising

Mr. Handyman of Coon Rapids and
Blaine
Elysiu Massage
Phil Kibbel
Benjamin Lockett
Phil.kibbel@mrhandyman.com
Ben.lockett@elysiumassage.com
6957 Highway 10 NW, Ste 102, Ramsey 10026 University Avenue NW, #225,
Coon Rapids
763-427-2210
763-299-7939
www.elysiumassage.com
www.mrhandyman.com/coon-rapidsMassage Therapy
blaine/.com
Handyman Construction
Eve & Me Boutique
Shopko Optical
Kathy Eveland
Kerry Orth
Kathy@eveandmeboutique.com
OM229@shopko.com
1916 2nd Avenue South, Anoka
11995 Business Park Blvd., Champlin
763-226-4077
763-343-5937
www.eveandme.commentsold.com
www.shopko.com
Women's Clothing
Optical
GG’s Gifts n Thrifts
Geri Gebel
Gggiftsnthrifts@outlook.com
2006 1st Avenue North, Ste 210, Anoka
612-865-7285
www.gggiftsnthrifts.com
Retail/Gift

Stories Foundation
Stephanie Page
storiesfoundation@gmail.com
5001 Edinbrook Terrace, Brooklyn Park
612-987-9077
www.storiesfoundation.org
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NETWORKING!!

NETWORKING ALERT!!!!!

The Anoka Area Chamber will feature some
great networking events in the coming
months. These events are designed to give
you the opportunity to promote your products and services. See full details in articles
within this newsletter or go to the Chamber
web site at www.anokaareachamber.com.
All meetings will be held via ZOOM for the
foreseeable future.

Mark your calendar for these networking events:
2/3

AM Connections Networking

2/10 Christians in Business Network
Connection
2/16 Chamber Member Luncheon
2/17 AM Connections Networking
2/18 Women’s Professional Network
Go to AnokaAreaChamber.com
for event details!

Check out these Anoka Area Chamber
Networking Opportunities!

The Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce offers numerous
networking opportunities for our membership.
See what is available below and don’t miss these opportunities to
promote the products and services your business has to offer and
don’t forget to bring your business cards!!!!
AM Connections Networking
Group-This group meets on the 1st
and 3rd Wednesdays of each
month. The meetings are held
from 7:45 to 9 am via ZOOM.
FREE to attend for all members of
the Chamber!! For more
information, contact the Chamber office at 763-421-7130.
Christians In Business NetworkingChristian’s in Business Networking
Connections is a networking group for
Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce
members who wish to grow their business network while exploring and enhancing their faith. Each meeting will
offer participants an opportunity to give a one-minute commercial
about their business, meet like-minded people in the business
community and hear an inspirational speaker. The group meets
on the second Wednesday of each month from 11:30 am to 1
pm. The meetings are held via ZOOM. This group is free to
attend with your Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce Membership! Contact Jenna MacLennan at763-229-3072 for more information.
Women Professionals NetworkThis Chamber features a group
focused on promoting the growth of women business professionals through educational opportunities and a
supportive network of contemporaries.
The group meets on the third Thursday
of each month from 12:00-1:00 pm. The group is open to Chamber members and there’s no cost to join. Contact Tami Wendt at
tami@lexicacomm.net to RSVP or with questions.
Young Professionals ConnectionThe Anoka Area Young
Professionals Connection (YPC)
seeks to help young professionals
connect, collaborate, and build community. YPC hosts social events,
monthly Lunch & Learns on professional development
topics, and more all with the goal of cultivating the next generation of Chamber members and connecting area businesses to local
nonprofits. For more information, contact the Chamber office at
763-421-7130.
YOU ASKED FOR NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES AND
CHAMBER IS OFFERING THEM!!
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Advertising in the
Chamber Newsletter
Hits the Business
Mark!

The Chamber newsletter is emailed to over 800 area
businesses each month. Advertising in the newsletter
gets your word out to those business owners. It's affordable and it hits the mark!

Next Coon Rapids
Business Council
Meeting is
February 23rd!

Advertising Rates in the
Chamber Newsletter
Business Card Ad
month
1/4 Page Ad
month
1/2 Page Ad
month
Full Page Ad
month

$25.00 per

$50.00 per
Are you a business owner in Coon
Rapids? If so, you are invited to the
$75.00 per
next Coon Rapids Business Council meeting. Learn about business
$100.00 per
topics and updates from the city.
The Business Council is jointly
sponsored by the City of Coon
Contact Pete Turok at the Chamber
office for details.
Rapids, Anoka Area Chamber of
Commerce and the MetroNorth
Chamber of Commerce. No reservation required.
Tuesday, February 23rd, 7:30 – 9
a.m. The meeting will be held virtually via ZOOM.
ZOOM information will be sent out
prior to the meeting.

Vision Statement of the Anoka Area Chamber of

Commerce

The AACC will be known as the predominant regional leader, providing member
businesses with opportunities and resources to help them thrive while advocating
with government, education, and citizens to help create a
better business environment and a stronger community.
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Ribbon Cuttings
Mr. Handyman of

Eve and Me Boutique
1916 2nd Avenue South, Anoka

Coon Rapids & Blaine
10026 University Ave. NW, Coon Rapids

The Anoka Area Chamber Ambassadors and
City of Anoka officials held a ribbon cutting
at Eve and Me Boutique in Anoka
Cutting the ribbon is owner Kathy Eveland.

The Anoka Area Chamber Ambassadors held
a ribbon cutting at Mr. Handyman in Coon
Rapids.
Cutting the ribbon is owner Phil Kibbel.

River Yoga

Sunwood Nutrition

7962 Sunwood Dr. NW, #400, Ramsey

2006 1st Avenue North, #212, Anoka

The Anoka Area Chamber Ambassadors and
City of Anoka officials held a ribbon cutting
at Eve and Me Boutique in Anoka
Cutting the ribbon is owner Kelly
Silbernagel.

The Anoka Area Chamber Ambassadors and
City of Ramsey officials held a ribbon
cutting at Sunwood Nutrition in Ramsey.
Cutting the ribbon is owner Heather Buzzell.
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Announcing the

“Anoka Area Chamber

Ambassador of the Month”

Kevin Trana, Keller Williams Realty

Kevin Trana, local
realtor with Keller
Williams Realty, is
passionate about helping people with their
real estate needs... buying, selling and investing! His goal is to create a lasting relationship and gain "clients
for life" during each
transaction. Kevin and his wife, Anna, reside in Andover and love working and living in Anoka county! Kevin
enjoys serving as an ambassador and attending many of
the local events to stay better connected to the communities he serves. Being involved in the community is
important to him and he enjoys sitting down with ANYONE for coffee. It's an honor for him to be this month's
ambassador of the month!
If you are interested in becoming an Anoka Area
Chamber Ambassador, contact Peter Turok at
pete@anokaareachamber.com

11

Mission Statement
of the Anoka Area
Chamber of
Commerce

Creating
Opportunities
For
Business
and
Community
To Thrive

From the Desk of: Peter Turok
your business life. Trust me when I say
that running the Anoka Area Chamber of
Commerce isn’t all routine at all. I never
know what’s around the corner and I’m
good with that. I react to it and act as
needed. However, like with many jobs,
routine does come into play and that is
true here as well.
The usual January routine at the Anoka
Area Chamber is we hit the ground running with the planning and implantation
of our biggest event of the year, the
Chamber Gala Dinner Fundraiser. Well
COVID has other ideas and right now
that event is on hold. Oh we will have
Peter Turok
that event. Heck, WE NEED TO HAVE
President
THAT EVENT! We are a non-profit so
A “Weird” Start to 2021!
when it comes to each fiscal year, we
Happy New Year. Ok Turok
count on the continued support of our
what’s so weird about the start to
wonderful Chamber members and 2
2021 as we have a historic pandem- fundraising events. The Gala Dinner and
ic in play. That will make any year the Golf Tournament. With the State of
much different than any in our his- Minnesota directing what we can and
tory.
can’t due, we just can’t have the Gala
Yeah, I get that, really I do. Here’s Dinner on our usual slotted time in Febthe weird part. I’m a guy that is
ruary. The Gala Dinner Committee is on
into routine. I bet many of you are hold until we can get this event open to
the same way when it comes to
attendees to make it work.

This Space Available

Advertise to 1000 businesses each
month in this spot.
Cost is just $25 per issue.

The weird part is I’ve had this same
schedule for the last 28 plus years.
January 1 comes and staff puts things
into first gear and we go! Now, not so
much. There’s plenty to do, just not
with the urgency of the past. It just
feels weird. I know what is going to
happen, more weird will come into
play in 2021. We will be able to have
the gala and times when it wasn’t so
busy here will be nuts. To be honest,
bring it on, I can’t wait.
That’s what I think 2021 is going to be.
It has a lot of promise of things getting
better. Notice I didn’t say, normal.
Not sure when that will be the case.
But better is good and I do feel things
are going to turn for the better. I, like
all of you and the rest of the world are
ready now! I do believe I will attend a
Twins game this year and to me, that
will mark a major step to getting things
back as that means we can get together
in large crowds.
Until then, weird is the word of the day
but a day with hope.
Here’s hoping I see you at a Twins
game in 2021!!
Mark Johnson
Master Electrician

763-422-1721 Office

Residential—Commercial
Sales—Service—Installation

3731 Thurston Ave. NW, Suite 108 Anoka, MN 55303

Free Estimates
Wine Tastings
First Friday
of every
month.
4:30-7:00

This Space Available

Advertise to 1000 businesses
each month in this spot.
Cost is just $25 per issue.

DON MCGUIRE
Market President
DMcGuire@midwestone.com
Direct: 763.422.4507
Cell: 612.749.7688
3585 124th Ave. NW
Coon Rapids, MN 55433
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This Space Available

Advertise to 1000 businesses each
month in this spot.
Cost is just $25 per issue.

Calendar of Events

February

3-Chamber A.M. Business Connections
Networking Group
Meeting held via ZOOM
7:45 to 9 AM
FREE to Attend and NO RSVP NEEDED!
10-Chamber Christians In Business Networking
Meeting held via ZOOM
11:30 AM to 1:00 PM
FREE to Attend and NO RSVP NEEDED
16-Chamber Board of Directors Meeting
Chamber Office
Meeting held via ZOOM and/or in person
7:30 AM to 9:00 AM
16-Chamber Member Luncheon
Topic: Annual State of the Cities
Meeting held in person or via ZOOM
Bunker Hills Event Center
12800 Bunker Prairie Road NW, Coon Rapids
11:00 AM to 1:00 PM
$20 per person or table of 6 for $120
RSVP to the Anoka Area Chamber offices
17-Chamber A.M. Business Connections
Networking Group
Meeting held via ZOOM
7:45 to 9 AM
FREE to Attend and NO RSVP NEEDED!
18-Women’s Professional Network Meeting
Meeting held via ZOOM
Noon to 1 PM
FREE to attend!
Contact Tami Wendt/Lexica Communications
to RSVP. tami@lexicacomm.net

Chamber Web Site
Sponsorship's available!

The Chamber gets tons of hits per day as
both the public and business people go to
the web site. Get your logo and a link on the Chamber Web
Site and be seen! Limited opportunities exist!

18-Taping of The Chamber Report TV Show
Taping done via ZOOM
1:30 PM to 3:00 PM

Contact Pete Turok at the Chamber office for details.
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