MEMBERSHIP IN THE CHAMBER
COMES WITH BENEFITS!
This Anoka Area Chamber Member Benefit comes with a
DISCOUNT!
The Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce
is a business organization made up of
and ran by business people. Our goal is
a simple one, do the best job to help promote and better our business members.
There are many benefits of membership
available only to members of the Anoka
Area Chamber of Commerce. Each
month we’ll highlight one of the benefits. If you’d like to learn about all benefits available, attend a Member Orientation Meeting held each month on the 2nd
Thursday from 8 to 9 AM at the Chamber office. The meeting is free. RSVP to
763.421.7130 or
mail@anokaareachamber.com.

This month's benefit is: Member Discounts

Did you know that just by being a member of the Anoka Area Chamber
of Commerce, you are eligible for discounts from area businesses?
Many Chamber members are offering you a special discount. You can
find this discount on the Chamber web site at
www.anokaareachamber.com. On the home page, click on the
“Chamber Members” tab and then “Member Discounts”. Check out the
savings ready for you to take advantage of.
If you would like to offer a discount to other Chamber members, just
send in your discount to pete@anokaareachamber.com and it will be put
in the Member Discount section.
It’s a GREAT way to save and no coupon to print out!
For more information about this benefit or any other benefits of membership in the Anoka Area Chamber, call 763.421.7130.

Chairperson’s Letter
Well here we are approaching our Minnesota
winter. The leaves have all fallen to the
ground and well as the new snow. National
and local elections have taken place and the
immense display of signs have disappeared.
In a normal year I would say everything is
boringly normal. But the truth is we are at a
time where we are all finding we need to
work together in making sure we are concerned about the health of everyone. This is a
time to recognize that we are a unified people. Being respectful of each other is something that I was taught as a youngster. And
this certainly applies to today.
In the business world we want to have the
ability to produce and serve for others in order to make sure we are all able to make
gains and go forward in a prosperous way.
I see this happening throughout our communities. I see people conducting business the
best they can under the circumstances at
hand. There will always be something that
makes you alter your mode of operation. It is
always a challenge to have a profitable business. There will always be obstacles. If we
were not up to such challenges, we would
not be in business. We are a hearty and intel-

ligent group that can see these obstructions as sometimes annoying, but we
always take on the challenge and work
our way through them.
My family is planning our end of the
year holiday celebrations. There will be
new ways to enjoy and share these
times and we are ready to accept the
new normal. In some ways it is refreshing to reshape what we have taken for
granted. Even though some things are
now going to be memories, we will be
making new traditions and new memories. I find it exciting to have change,
even though it was not something we
would have designed by choice.
I hope and wish for all of you to go forward with a positive attitude this end of
year.
Maris Schilling
Chair of the Board of
Directors
Anoka Area Chamber of
Commerce
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Maris Schilling
Chairperson of the
Board of Directors

“It is always a
challenge to
have a
profitable
business. There
will always be
obstacles. If we
were not up to
such challenges,
we would not
be in business.”

Annual Chamber Gala Dinner
Fundraiser Postponed

Abilities Ahead

Incorporating people with disabilities
into the workforce

The Board of Directors of the Anoka Area Chamber
of Commerce have made the decision to postpone the
annual Gala Dinner Fundraiser to a date later in 2021.
The event was scheduled to be held on February 19th.
With the current State mandates due to the pandemic
in place, the Board of Directors felt that the date
should be moved until safer conditions are in place
When we created a capabilities brochure a few years
and more people can attend.
ago, little did we know how these three words –
Chamber President Peter Turok stated, “This is a criti“Moving forward together” – would take on new
meaning in today's different world. Since mid-March, cal fundraiser for the Chamber each year. This event
Opportunity Partners has continued to safely support needs to be held in 2021 and done with the best chances of success and safety in mind.”
our current business partners with their production
Work continues on the event and when more is known
orders, thanks to our selfless staff members stepping
on a new date, the membership will be notified.
into new roles.
The Gala Dinner Committee would like to thank
This has helped us navigate through the uncertain eco- Connexus Energy who
is the Presenting
nomic waves to continue our important community
Sponsor for the 2021
mission of providing work opportunities for people
with disabilities. Safety of our teams and staff contin- Chamber Gala Dinner!
ues to be our #1 priority with all required safety precautions in place.

Moving forward together

Existing customers, especially those who are in the
“Do It Yourself”/home improvement market are particularly busy, as more people are starting new projects! More time at home, and less money spent on
travel, entertainment and sporting events adds up to
more disposable income for home projects.
We are working with new business partners who are
struggling to find reliable workers or need an extra
boost in labor. Many businesses are re-thinking their
labor force to focus more experienced workers on
skilled tasks and outsource repetitive, manual projects
to organizations like ours. We offer a per completed
piece pricing structure to control costs. With COVID
restrictions, we have successfully made accommodations to complete quality checks via photos or video
chats.
Organizations like Opportunity Partners, and our
friends at Rise and Achieve Services, are eager to help
you with packaging and assembly at our locations, as
well as community teams of workers or direct hires.
Contact us today!
By Opportunity Partners, a nonprofit organization
advancing the quality of life for people with disabilities. More at opportunities.org, partner@opportunities.org or 952-930-4201.
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Member News
Member News is a column that gives members a chance to introduce their
business products and services to the membership of the Chamber.
These articles are written by the businesses featured.

Trott Brook Benefit Raises $9,826
for Chamber Scholarship Program!

The Trott Brook Benefit Bash was held in August at the Draw
Park in Ramsey. This was the 16th annual Benefit hosted by
Jim and Lisa Steffen,
owners of Trott Brook Financial, an independent financial advisory firm located in Anoka. A large crowd turned out and were
entertained by Free Fallin’ – a Tribute to Tom Petty, while enjoying food and beverages from local food trucks. All proceeds
from the Benefit were donated to Youth First Community of
Promise and the Ann Talle Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce
Scholarship Fund, which awards college scholarships to graduating seniors at local area high schools as well as other educational scholarships in the area.
Trott Brook Financial would like to thank the over 50 corporate
sponsors that so graciously donated funds and made the Benefit
Bash a successful event. If you'd like information regarding
sponsoring next year’s event, please contact Jim Steffen at 763213-1000.

Mark Undis CPA- Over 35 years working with family owned
business. Mark’s unique approach and deep industry experience
is extraordinary. Mark works with you to design a reasonable
structure of payroll, rent, interest and distribution of profits.
Getting money out of your business in a tax efficient manner
helps you grow long term.
Kathy Hebert- 15 years of accounting experience focused on
family owned business. Kathy can help you organize your data
so that management has the tools it needs to measure business
performance. Kathy has assisted many dozens of small businesses with their day to day accounting needs.
We specialize in accounting, payroll, income tax, business valuation, succession planning and general consulting for family
owned business. Our mission is to be a trusted and valued adviser to small businesses, their owners and the families that depend
on them.
We like to work with our clients on a monthly basis. Doing so
actually helps keep our fees down and gives you a better understanding of your business. In addition, by having up to date financial information we are in a better position to help you make
critical business decisions.

Pictured above is Jim Steffen from Trott Brook
Financial handing over the check in the amount of
$9,826 from the Trott Brook Benefit Bash for the
Chamber’s Scholarship Program, to Peter Turok,
President of the Anoka Area Chamber
of Commerce.
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Member News
This Holiday Season Physical Therapy
Consultants is gifting KINDNESS to Seniors at
Guardian Angels. We invite you to join in on
sharing this fun & joy with us.

Share a card, uplifting note, encouraging letter, or small gift to
the Seniors at Guardian Angels! We have 2 easy drop off points
for you to bring your item(s) then we do the rest!
The Senior population has experienced some trying times during this pandemic. The goal of The Senior Kindness Project is
to remind them how much their community cares, inspire positivity & connection, & give them something to smile about!
The benefit goes toward Guardian Angels which is a faith based
& non profit organization offering a full continuum of Senior
care. Their mission is providing exceptional healthcare, housing, and supportive services to seniors and their families in the
spirit of Christ’s love. They serve more than 3,000 individuals
and their families each year in the communities of Albertville,
Becker, Elk River, Otsego, and Zimmerman.
Copy & paste the link to our Facebook event page for more
details & our drop off spots!
https://www.facebook.com/
events/2720714554909083
~Happy Holidays from PTC!"

Prime Advertising and Design

Ad sales are open for the Official 2021 Andover/Coon Rapids
Community Resource & Residents’ Guide! Celebrating 22
years, the annual Guide is a trusted and important resource
offering a direct and effective marketing opportunity to a valuable audience of area residents.
The 2021 edition will mail late December to every home,
apartment and business in both communities = 39,000 distribution! The digital edition is also accessible on AndoverMN.gov & CoonRapidsMN.gov with clickable links to
your web site.
Now is the time to stay visible and communicate with potential customers. Advertising opportunities begin at $168, don’t
miss this powerful opportunity that provides year-round visibility.
Email us at community@primeadvertising.com OR call
763-551-3705 to learn more!
If you would like to feature your business in the “Member News"
column, just call the Chamber office.
Members can feature two articles about their Business
per year FREE of charge.
Articles in “Member News” are another of the many benefits of
membership in the Chamber. Call 763.421.7130 for more info.
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Welcome New Members

The Board of Directors of the Chamber would like to welcome the following New Members
to this business organization!
We urge the membership to use the goods and services of other Chamber members. This is
what the Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce is all about. Promoting business between local
partners interested in the future of the area!

The Mill Site LLC
Emily Larson
themillsiteanoka@gmail.com
111 Harrison Street, Anoka
763-242-7186
www.themillsiteanoka.com
Event Space

EBlaze Marketing, Inc.
Jon Ratliff
Jon.ratliff@eblaze.biz
5060 Covington Street, Greenwood, MN
612-968-4471
www.thefundraisingapp.com
Fundraising

Mr. Handyman of Coon Rapids and
Blaine
Elysiu Massage
Phil Kibbel
Benjamin Lockett
Phil.kibbel@mrhandyman.com
Ben.lockett@elysiumassage.com
6957 Highway 10 NW, Ste 102, Ramsey 10026 University Avenue NW, #225,
Coon Rapids
763-427-2210
763-299-7939
www.elysiumassage.com
www.mrhandyman.com/coon-rapidsMassage Therapy
blaine/.com
Handyman Construction
Eve & Me Boutique
Shopko Optical
Kathy Eveland
Kerry Orth
Kathy@eveandmeboutique.com
OM229@shopko.com
1916 2nd Avenue South, Anoka
11995 Business Park Blvd., Champlin
763-226-4077
763-343-5937
www.eveandme.Commentsold.com
www.shopko.com
Women's Clothing
Optical
GG’s Gifts n Thrifts
Geri Gebel
Gggiftsnthrifts@outlook.com
2006 1st Avenue North, Ste 210, Anoka
612-865-7285
www.gggiftsnthrifts.com
Retail/Gift

Stories Foundation
Stephanie Page
storiesfoundation@gmail.com
5001 Edinbrook Terrace, Brooklyn Park
612-987-9077
www.storiesfoundation.org
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NETWORKING!!

NETWORKING ALERT!!!!!

The Anoka Area Chamber will feature some
great networking events in the coming
months. These events are designed to give
you the opportunity to promote your products and services. See full details in articles
within this newsletter or go to the Chamber
web site at www.anokaareachamber.com.
All meetings will be held via ZOOM for the
foreseeable future.

Mark your calendar for these networking events:
1/6

AM Connections Networking

1/12 Chamber Member Workshop
1/13 Christians in Business Network
Connection
1/20 AM Connections Networking
1/21 Women’s Professional Network
Go to AnokaAreaChamber.com
for event details!

Check out these Anoka Area Chamber
Networking Opportunities!

The Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce offers numerous
networking opportunities for our membership.
See what is available below and don’t miss these opportunities to
promote the products and services your business has to offer and
don’t forget to bring your business cards!!!!
AM Connections Networking
Group-This group meets on the 1st
and 3rd Wednesdays of each
month. The meetings are held
from 7:45 to 9 am via ZOOM.
FREE to attend for all members of
the Chamber!! For more
information, contact the Chamber office at 763-421-7130.
Christians In Business NetworkingChristian’s in Business Networking
Connections is a networking group for
Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce
members who wish to grow their business network while exploring and enhancing their faith. Each meeting will
offer participants an opportunity to give a one-minute commercial
about their business, meet like-minded people in the business
community and hear an inspirational speaker. The group meets
on the second Wednesday of each month from 11:30 am to 1
pm. The meetings are held via ZOOM. This group is free to
attend with your Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce Membership! Contact Jenna MacLennan at763-229-3072 for more information.
Women Professionals NetworkThis Chamber features a group
focused on promoting the growth of women business professionals through educational opportunities and a
supportive network of contemporaries.
The group meets on the third Thursday
of each month from 12:00-1:00 pm. The group is open to Chamber members and there’s no cost to join. Contact Tami Wendt at
tami@lexicacomm.net to RSVP or with questions.
Young Professionals ConnectionThe Anoka Area Young
Professionals Connection (YPC)
seeks to help young professionals
connect, collaborate, and build community. YPC hosts social events,
monthly Lunch & Learns on professional development
topics, and more all with the goal of cultivating the next generation of Chamber members and connecting area businesses to local
nonprofits. For more information, contact the Chamber office at
763-421-7130.
YOU ASKED FOR NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES AND
CHAMBER IS OFFERING THEM!!
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Anoka Area
Chamber of Commerce
Committee’s for 2020/2021. We Need You!

Below you will find descriptions of the Committees of the Chamber for the coming year. Your help is needed.
If you are interested in being on a committee, please call the contact person or the
Chamber office at 763.421.7130.

Ambassadors Committee-Chair/ Dave Jezierski 763-421-3422
The Ambassadors Committee members are asked to attend Ribbon Cutting ceremonies
at new businesses in the Chamber area. They will also represent the organization at various Chamber functions. Other duties include recruiting potential businesses for Chamber
membership and assisting new members as they start their membership.
Gala Dinner Committee-Chair/Darlene Sogn 763-754-1824
This committee will plan the Gala Dinner Fund-raiser to be held in late February.
Golf Tournament Committee-Chair/Maris Schilling 612-716-7357
This committee will plan the Golf Tournament Fund-raiser to be held in July.
Manufacturing Coalition-John LeTourneau/Chamber Director of Marketing
612-812-1770
This committee will focus on the Chamber Manufacturing Membership, their issues and
concerns. A series of 8 meetings will be held throughout the year for the manufacturers.
Women in Business Committee-Tami Wendt 763-370-8914
This committee is a networking group made up of women who are members of the
Chamber. If you would like to connect and network with other women in the Chamber,
this group is for you!
Christians in Business Committee-Jenna MacLennan 763-229-3072
This committee is a networking group made up of Chamber members who want to connect with other members in this faith based group.
Young Professionals Committee-Brandy Gilbert 763-244-1701
This committee is a networking group made up of young professionals. If you are a person new to your profession within the last 15 years, this group is for you!

Vision Statement of the Anoka Area Chamber of

Commerce

The AACC will be known as the predominant regional leader, providing member
businesses with opportunities and resources to help them thrive while advocating
with government, education, and citizens to help create a
better business environment and a stronger community.
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Ribbon Cuttings

HAVE A GOAL TO
EXPAND YOUR
BUSINESS REACH IN
2021?

Nucky’s Speakeasy
300 East Main Street, Anoka

Become an Email Sponsor
and reach 700+ Chamber
Member Business
Contacts each week!
Cost is $75 per month!

Over 700 business people receive
the Chamber’s Monday Morning
Email. Would you like to reach
those same people as an email
sponsor? Each sponsor gets their
logo and a link to their website.
That’s over 2800 hits in a month!
We’ll also include the monthly
newsletter email too!

The Anoka Area Chamber Ambassadors and
City of Anoka officials held a ribbon cutting
at Nucky’s Speakeasy in Anoka
Cutting the ribbon are owners Rowan Brown,
Von Inthisone, Barb & Jim Abeler.

Shopko Optical

11995 Business Park Blvd., Champlin

Call or email the Chamber office at 763421-7130 or pete@anokaareachamber.com

The Anoka Area Chamber Ambassadors held
a ribbon cutting at Shopko Optical in
Champlin.
Cutting the ribbon is manager Kerry Orth.
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Announcing the

“Anoka Area Chamber

Ambassador of the Month”

Cindy Brooking-Luedke, APG/ ECM Publisher Group

Cindy Brooking-Luedke is employed at APG/ECM Publisher
Group in Coon Rapids, MN
where she is a Multi Media Account Executive.
For over 30 years she has enjoyed assisting area businesses
with print and digital advertising in the Anoka County newspapers and websites, commercial printing, promotional products and web design. She has a
special place in her heart for all of the wonderful business owners she has had the pleasure in meeting and doing business with throughout the years as an Ambassador. Cindy has continued to make sure that APG/ECM
plays an important role in supporting the many local
events of the Chamber such as Riverfest, Anoka Halloween etc.
If you are interested in becoming an Anoka Area
Chamber Ambassador, contact Peter Turok at
pete@anokaareachamber.com
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Mission Statement
of the Anoka Area
Chamber of
Commerce

Creating
Opportunities
For
Business
and
Community
To Thrive

From the Desk of: Peter Turok
Annual Gala Dinner Fundraiser. A lot of
work goes into that event and we had a
record setting event on February, 21st!
A HUGE THANK YOU to all that
helped make that happen!
Then it HIT! In March the word COVID
started to show up a lot more and by the
end of the month we were all in it. The
Board of Directors do what they always
do and that is react quickly. A special
page was set up on the Chamber web site
to get important information to the membership as it came out. In April the shut
down occurred. Oh I tried working from
home for a couple of days but ended up
Peter Turok
back in the office. The office was closed
President
but the work continued for staff. We
2020, CAN’T SAY I’M
added a listing of the restaurants and othSORRY TO SEE YOU GO! er businesses in the area that could offer
Goodbye to 2020! I don’t think
curbside pick up and delivery options.
that I’ve ever been more happy to
Most importantly we were an advocate
see a year come to a close than
for the membership with State of Minne2020! I’m betting many of you feel sota and national officials. They needed
the same way.
to hear what the membership of this
What a year it has been! Things
Chamber was going through and had to
started out normally at the Chamber say. I can’t tell you how many calls and
in 2020. We hit the ground running emails went to Governor Walz alone. As
as we began the planning for our
the business relief programs started to

This Space Available

Advertise to 1000 businesses each
month in this spot.
Cost is just $25 per issue.

come out we started getting calls from
businesses with lots of questions. We
did our best to get them where they
needed to go to get the answers they
were looking for.
The Board of Directors looked at how
the Chamber, as a business, was going
to fare during the pandemic. Cuts were
made and plans were put in place.
When the office could reopen in May,
we did. A plan to do that safely was
put in place.
Throughout the summer and fall we
continued to be that advocate for our
members and that continues to this
day!
We were able to hold a very critical
fundraiser in September as the annual
Golf Tournament was held. THANK
YOU to all that helped make it what it
was. In October we started the new
Chamber year. That was some interesting discussion as we looked to 2021
and tried figure out what that will look
like. We are ready for the New Year! It
should be interesting to say the least.
Goodbye 2020! You will not be forgotten that’s for sure!!!
Mark Johnson
Master Electrician

763-422-1721 Office

Residential—Commercial
Sales—Service—Installation

3731 Thurston Ave. NW, Suite 108 Anoka, MN 55303

Free Estimates
Wine Tastings
First Friday
of every
month.
4:30-7:00

This Space Available

Advertise to 1000 businesses
each month in this spot.
Cost is just $25 per issue.

DON MCGUIRE
Market President
DMcGuire@midwestone.com
Direct: 763.422.4507
Cell: 612.749.7688
3585 124th Ave. NW
Coon Rapids, MN 55433
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month in this spot.
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Calendar of Events
December
January

24 & 25-The Chamber offices will be closed
1-The Chamber offices will be closed

6-Chamber A.M. Business Connections
Networking Group
Meeting held via ZOOM
7:45 to 9 AM
FREE to Attend and NO RSVP NEEDED!
12-Chamber Member Workshop
Topic: Bias in the Workplace
Meeting held via ZOOM
8:00 AM to 9:30 AM
FREE to Attend and NO RSVP NEEDED
13-Chamber Christians In Business Networking
Meeting held via ZOOM
11:30 AM to 1:00 PM
FREE to Attend and NO RSVP NEEDED

19-Chamber Board of Directors Meeting
Chamber Office
Meeting held via ZOOM and/or in person
7:30 AM to 9:00 AM
20-Chamber A.M. Business Connections
Networking Group
Meeting held via ZOOM
7:45 to 9 AM
FREE to Attend and NO RSVP NEEDED!
21-Women’s Professional Network Meeting
Meeting held via ZOOM
Noon to 1 PM
FREE to attend!
Contact Tami Wendt/Lexica Communications
to RSVP. tami@lexicacomm.net

Chamber Web Site
Sponsorship's available!

21-Taping of The Chamber Report TV Show
Taping done via ZOOM
1:30 PM to 3:00 PM

The Chamber gets tons of hits per day as
both the public and business people go to
the web site. Get your logo and a link on the Chamber Web
Site and be seen! Limited opportunities exist!
Contact Pete Turok at the Chamber office for details.
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