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MEMBERSHIP IN THE CHAMBER 
COMES WITH BENEFITS! 

terms. There was a lot of discussion that 
showed how much our business commu-
nity wants to work on issues at hand. 
There is no doubt that this year’s board 
will do great things. 

The Gala last February was a success, as 
well as the annual Anoka Area Chamber 
of Commerce golf tournament this past 
September. July is our normal time for 
the golf tournament. But we rescheduled 
to work around the issue of Covid 19 

 Now the efforts for the upcoming Gala 
are going to be very well addressed, with 
emphasis on making it enjoyable for all.  

We are very appreciative to all that have 
come to, and contributed to, the events 
that make the Anoka Area Chamber a 
sound and viable organization. 

In future newsletters I look forward to 
sharing with you the goals and successes 
of your 2020-2021 Board of Directors. 

Maris Schilling 
Chair of the Board of  
Directors 
Anoka Area Chamber of  
Commerce 

Here we are starting the new year for the 
Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce. I thank 
Jeremy McFarland for his contribution as 
Chairperson over the past year.  He worked 
along with all the chamber board to make sure 
the up-coming year would be a continuation 
of achievable goals. I am humbled to have 
such great business associates on the board to 
work with this upcoming year. 

The past year was not a normal ‘let’s get it 
done year”. Far from it. Once Covid 19 was 
recognized as a real threat, all of us had to 
take a new look at how we will operate. This 
is not unlike 2008 when the economy col-
lapsed. At that time, we also had to readdress 
our mode of operations. And we came back 
stronger than ever. I expect we business pro-
fessionals will endure and overcome this new 
challenge. 

The past year with the chamber, in many ways 
was an exercise of talents coming together. I 
believe we will be surpassing our goals as a 
unified board, to achieve what is needed to 
help the business community at large. 

At our first meeting I was energized with the 
enthusiasm of the new members of the board, 
as well as the members that are fulfilling their 

                   Chairperson’s Letter 

Maris Schilling 
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“I am  
humbled to 
have such 

great business 
associates  

on the board 
to work  
with this  

upcoming 
year.” 

The Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce 
is a business organization made up of 
and ran by business people.  Our goal is 
a simple one, do the best job to help pro-
mote and better our business members.  
There are many benefits of membership 
available only to members of the Anoka 
Area Chamber of Commerce.  Each 
month we’ll highlight one of the bene-
fits.  If you’d like to learn about all bene-
fits available, attend a Member Orienta-
tion Meeting held each month on the 2nd 
Thursday from 8 to 9 AM at the Cham-
ber office. The meeting is free. RSVP to 
763.421.7130 or  
mail@anokaareachamber.com. 

This month's benefit is: Business Listing on the Chamber Web Site. 
As a member of the Chamber, your business will be listed on the Chamber Web Site.  
The web site is www.anokaareachamber.com.  We ask that each member fill out an 
online form and submit it to the web site.  To do that go to the Chamber web site.  On 
the bottom of the front page click on “Update Listing”.  Fill out the form that appears 
and then click submit.  We’ll take it from there. 
Many people go to the site to look for products and services.  The only people we list 
are the members of the Chamber.  In the basic member listing you’ll have your busi-
ness name, address, city, state and zip along with your phone number and web site link 
if you have one will be listed in a category of your choosing.  The Chamber also fea-
tures our member list alphabetically too. The host of the Chamber web site is Prime 
Advertising & Design.  Other levels of sponsorships are available on the web site.  Just 
contact them at 763-424-9406 for more information.  Extra listings are available for a 
cost of $50 per year.  Contact the Chamber for more information about the extra list-
ings. 
This is another FREE benefit of membership in the Anoka Area Chamber of  
Commerce! 

This Month’s Member Benefit Gets You 
Listed In The Cloud! 
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Spotlight on:  The City of Champlin 
Vision to Reality:  Mississippi Crossings 

 
A community ribbon-cutting ceremony was on held on October 1st kicking off devel-
opment of Mississippi Crossings.  Mississippi Crossings will give the City a whole 
new future for residents and visitors, thanks to strategic partnerships and a new desti-
nation-oriented development. 
Most new developments offer a degree of positive community change to their loca-
tions, but Mississippi Crossings in Champlin will be truly transformative, changing 
the City’s waterfront area into a major community resource and visitor destination. 
“The riverfront has always been the crown jewel of Champlin, but it hasn’t had the 
development and infrastructure to allow the residents to take advantage of this tre-
mendous community asset,” says Bret Heitkamp, Champlin City Administrator. 
“This project will provide meaningful access to the residents and area visitors, as 

part of this unprecedented riverfront redevelopment project.” 
The development has been over 20 years in the making, with the first plans proposed in February 1999 for the 270-acre area of 
Champlin. Since then, several Mayors, City Council Representatives, and potential development partners have come and gone—and 
the whole proposal may have continued to languish for another couple decades, if not for an innovative public-private partnership 
with Greco Real Estate Development. 
Champlin reached out to Greco, known for its distinctive, tenant-centered, forward-thinking designs, and shared the City’s vision. 
That’s when Greco President Josh Brandsted knew this was much more than a year-long project. 
“This was an incredible opportunity to create a landmark destination,” he says. “Because we’ve worked on those types of projects 
before, we knew there was a great opportunity to work with the City and its residents to be a part of this project that has been years 
in the making.” 
Greco brought in The Cohesion Group, a Minneapolis-based consultan-
cy specializing in hospitality and entertainment, to provide valuable 
input on the dining and event center aspects of the project. Chris Bock, 
co-founder and managing partner at The Cohesion Group, says the abil-
ity to work so closely with the City and Greco is a recipe for success 
that could be replicated in other cities that border a riverfront.  
“Champlin took a great approach with this, looking at their land space 
and coming up with a grand vision, then getting partners that could cre-
ate a cohesive plan, while collecting community feedback every step of 
the way,” says Bock. 
Although it’s been 20 years since the first plans were proposed, that 
doesn’t mean Champlin has been idle. Heitkamp says the City has spent 
the past twenty years buying properties from willing sellers for the de-
velopment and holding a series of community open houses along the 
way, to keep residents updated on potential site development plans, as well as the proposed project timelines. 
With the significant community redevelopment project now in motion, here’s what residents and area visitors to Champlin in 2021 
and beyond can expect to find on the riverfront: 
• High amenity market-rate apartments: The first phase of development kicks off with 214 units, comprising over 175,000 renta-
ble square feet with alcove, 1, 2, and 3-bedroom units, lifestyle amenities, an outdoor pool, and two public pickleball courts. 
• Green space expansion: The newly developed City park area will include a community park pavilion, public plaza, and open 
space areas, along with youth play equipment and an outdoor performance area. Brandsted says, there will be nearly 20,000 square 
feet of new outdoor community amenities being added to the Champlin riverfront. 
• Public docks: Boating will naturally be a major part of Mississippi Crossings, and the public dock areas will provide access to 
riverfront dining and entertainment opportunities to the residents of the northwest metropolitan area. 
• Abrinas on the River: This 19,000 square foot event center will be a resource for residents and visitors, as well as community 
clubs and businesses, with a 6,000-square-foot rooftop space. 
Dock 21 restaurant: The eatery’s name is a nod to the fact that Champlin is just 21 minutes from Minneapolis, and that the develop-
ment will be completed in 2021. This laidback, waterfront dining option will be perfect for those wanting casual dining options, on 
what surely will be one of the finest waterfront patio areas in the metro area. Dock 21 will feature indoor and outdoor dining oppor-
tunities, as well as grab-and-go food service from the public docks. 
Other News 
Covid-19 has certainly changed the landscape and somewhat halted commercial/retail activity.  That said, however, residential de-
velopments in Champlin continue to progress. 
New villa homes are popping up in Parkside Villas, a 55-lot D.R. Horton development and in the Cedars at Elm Creek, a 44-lot 
neighborhood developed by Capstone Homes.  Also, residential condominiums are being built in Emery Village located just south of 
Goodwill.   
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Meet the 2020/2021 Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors 

Here are the Board of Directors of the Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce for the 2020/2021 year.   
This marks the 68th year of operation of the Chamber.   

   Executive Committee 
Maris Schilling-Bridge Realty, Chairperson, Jeremy McFarland-Main Motor, Past Chairperson 

Chris Randall-First Bank Elk River, Vice Chairperson, Darlene Sogn-Oakwood Insurance Agency, Secretary 
Andy Meyer-The Bank of Elk River, Treasurer 

 Board of Directors 
Marie Cook-Keller Williams Classic Realty, Anna Dailey-Experimax, Jake Fuller-Edward Jones,  

Brandy Gilbert-Urban Air Adventure Park, Jessi Gurr-Iceberg Web Design,  
Michelle Hudak-Mary Kay Independent Beauty Consultant, Gary Knafla-Andover Physical Therapy,  

Liz Koch-The Mad Hatter Restaurant & Tea House,  Jenna MacLennan-Your Computer Hero,  
Don Rumreich-Inky Elf, Dan Steffen-Mercy Hospital. 

    
Meet the new Board Members 

Anna Dailey-Experimax 
When Anna Dailey was 10 years old, she got her hands on a PC (with a cassette tape drive) for the first time.  As a teen-
ager she tried coding (hated it), but discovered an ability to learn software apps quickly enough to teach them.  In col-
lege, she got her hands on her first Apple computer and began a love of graphic design.  She married this super cute, red
-headed computer geek who lived and breathed to build and configure computers.  He taught her to click computer 
keys/links with wild abandon to discover everything the unit could do.  Since then, she’s not only learned to solve an 
extensive variety of computer problems, but also developed the useful ability to explain complex technical jargon with 
simple analogies.  She and her cute Computer Geek raised five technically-inclined children, and learned how to hunt 

down excellent second-hand technology to equip the family.  Anna owns and manages Experimax in Coon Rapids with her daughter 
Tara.  Experimax Coon Rapids is an independent Apple computer repair and resale shop. Anna and her team spend every day learn-
ing new skills and sharing their computer expertise, solving the problems of Apple computer users all over Minnesota (individuals 
and businesses).  When she gets away from the computer, Anna enjoys outings with her family, history, movies, and especially read-
ing.    

Jake Fuller-Edward Jones 
Jake was born and raised in a small town in western Minnesota called Renville. He enjoyed playing football, wrestling, 
hockey at the park, singing in the church and high school choirs, as well as hunting and fishing. His Dad and Grandfa-
ther owned and operated a Case IH farm implement dealership, where he helped out in the summers until leaving after 
graduation to attended Hamline University where he studied Psychology and also met my wife Carie.  Carie stays home 
with their four amazing children, Brynlee, Grady, Bode, and Jordy.  His daughter is very academic, and enjoys theater, 
his three boys are all hockey all the time.  Jake has been a Financial Advisor with Edward Jones for almost 13 years 
now and absolutely loves his career helping families archive their financial goals. 
 
Gary Knafla-Andover Physical Therapy 
I have been practicing Physical Therapy for 23 years. I have worked at Andover Physical Therapy for the last 13 years. I 
have also worked in Acute care, Long term care and Home Health positions. I have been married to my wife Karen for 
37 years with one son. We have lived in Coon Rapids for the past 18 years. I have interests in Classic cars, Camping, 
Kayaking and Downhill skiing. I have taught Downhill Skiing as a Race Coach and Instructor for 47 years.  
   
Andy Meyer-The Bank of Elk River 
Andy holds a finance degree from the University of St. Thomas has been in Commercial Banking with The Bank of Elk 
River since 2014. He focused on developing deep relationships with business owners and working together to find the 
right solution to meet their needs. Andy’s favorite part of his position is the opportunity to visit with customers at their 
place of business to get a better understanding of their operations.  He specializes in Commercial Real Estate Financing, 
Equipment Loans, and SBA 7(a) and 504 Loans. Andy resides in Andover with his wife Jess and newborn baby girl, 
Blaire. In his free time, Andy enjoys golfing and spending family time at the lake.  

Dan Steffen-Mercy Hospital part of Allina Health 
Dan has been vice president of operations with Mercy Hospital for over 5 years and has over 20 years of experience in 
healthcare administration. Mercy Hospital now combined into one hospital with two campuses, we build on our strength 
as the premier tertiary/specialty hospital in the north metro as well as being one of the largest employers in the north 
metro. Dan, his wife Molly and their 4 young children live in the west metro. While not at work Dan enjoys spending 
time outdoors, traveling up north, fishing and biking. Most of his free time is spent coaching or attending his kids sport-
ing events.  
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32nd Annual Chamber Golf Tournament a BIG HIT! 
The weather was cool and a GREAT day of fun, networking and fundraising occurred on September 11th at the Chamber’s 32nd 
Annual Golf Tournament held at Green Haven Golf Course in Anoka.  Over 120 golfers and a record number of sponsors hit the 
course that day.  THANK YOU to all that participated, sponsored and/or donated items for the silent auction and raffles.      
  

TITLE SPONSOR: MAUER MAIN 
Eagle Sponsors: The Bank of Elk River, Bolt Hoffer Boyd Law Firm, Connexus Energy, CorTrust Bank, First Bank Elk River,  
Hakanson Anderson, Mercy Hospital, MidWestOne Bank, Professional and Workforce Training-Anoka Technical College/Anoka 
Ramsey  Community College, Twin City Homeworks, Walker Plaza, Weichert Realtors Premier, WSB & Associates. 
Birdie Sponsors: Atlas Staffing, Border Bank, Federal Ammunition, Majestic Oaks Golf Club, SharePoint Credit Union,  
Superior Heating/AC, Electric & Plumbing, Toys for Joy MN. 
Par Sponsors: ACE Solid Waste, Alter Metal Recycling, Andover Physical Therapy, Anoka-Ramsey Physical Therapy,  
Anoka Dental, Barna Guzy & Steffen, Ltd., Cars for Neighbors, The Homestead at Anoka, Innovational Water Solutions, Jam Hops, 
Liberty Comfort Systems, Northeast Bank, Terry Overacker Plumbing, Primerica/DJ Gardner, Total Country BOB FM,  
Village Bank. 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPECIAL EVENT SPONSORS!! 
AED Unit Raffle Sponsor-Advanced First Aid 
Hole in One/Closest to the Pin Contest Sponsor-Dan Gould Jewelers 
Big Raffle Sponsor-Mate Precision Technologies 
BBQ Grill Sponsor-QCTV 
Win All The Spirits Raffle Sponsor-The Mad Hatter Restaurant & Tea House  
Plinko Game Sponsor-Oakwood Insurance Agency 
Beverage Cart Sponsor-SpotOn Transact, LLC 
Silent Auction Sponsor-CorTrust Bank, Anoka & Champlin 
Men’s Skill Hole Sponsor-The Home Depot/Coon Rapids 

Thank you to the Chamber Golf Committee 
Chairperson-Maris Schilling-Bridge Realty, Marie Cook-Keller Williams, Kerri Cowden-SharePoint 
Credit Union, Jake Fuller-Edward Jones, Jim Bonniwell-Liberty Comfort Systems. 
  
Businesses that donated to the Silent Auction, Live Auction, Raffles & Golfer Goodie Bags 

5/8 Grill & Bar 
ABC Newspapers 
A Bushel & A Peck 
Ace of Maids 
ACE Solid Waste 
Advanced First Aid 
Anoka Dental 
Anoka Halloween, Inc. 
Anoka Hennepin School District 
 Community Education 
Anoka High School DECA Club 
Anoka Meat & Sausage 
The Bank of Elk River 
BEMER Group– Patty Brouillet 
Better Values Liquor 
Blue Fin Pool & Spa 
Brand Advantage Group 
Bridge Realty 
Business Sense 
City of Ramsey 
Connexus Energy 
Marie Cook/Keller Williams Classic Realty 
CorTrust Bank 
Costco 
Culligan Water of Anoka/Ramsey 
Culver’s of Anoka 
Federal Ammunition 
Field Law 

Fifth Avenue Dental 
Framing Plus of Anoka 
G’s Café 
Dan Gould Jewelers 
Grabinske Downsizing Services 
Grand Casino Mille Lacs & Hinckley 
Greenhaven Marketing Corp. 
Green Haven Golf Course 
Hi Ten Service 
The Home Depot 
The Homestead at Anoka 
House of Oilworx 
Michelle Hudak/Mary Kay 
IMPACT Accounting 
Inky Elf 
Jenson’s/I.Appeal 
Innovational Water Solutions 
Les is More Coaching 
Liberty Comfort Systems 
The Links at Northfork 
The Mad Hatter Restaurant & Tea House 
Mate Precision Tooling 
Mathnasium 
Mauer Main 
Mille Lacs Corporate Ventures 
Pat & Jill Minor 
nVent 
North 40 Digital 

Northeast Bank 
Oakwood Insurance Agency 
Terry Overacker Plumbing 
Peterson Shoes 
Pizza Ranch/Andover 
Presto Graphics 
Pumptec, Inc. 
QCTV 
Select Eyecare 
Serum’s Good Time Emporium 
SharePoint Credit Union 
Angie Sherer LeaderOne Financial Team 
Simonson’s Salon & Spa 
Speedway Champlin 
Superior Heating, AC, Electric & Plumbing 
The Tavern at Green Haven 
Templar Firearms Training 
Total Country BOB FM 
Urban Air Adventure Park 
Village Bank 
Voya Financial Advisors/Richard Mussell 
WEBCO Security 
Deb Wiehle HempWorx 
Willy McCoy’s-Andover 
Willy McCoy’s-Champlin 
Wright Tire Service 
X Golf, Blaine & Champlin 
Zion Lutheran Church 
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Photos from the Annual Chamber  
Golf Tournament held in September! 
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Photos from the Annual Chamber  
Golf Tournament held in September! 
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Member News is a column that gives members a chance 
to introduce their business products and services to the  
membership of the Chamber.  These articles are written 
by the businesses featured. 

If you would like to feature your business in the “Member News" 
column,  just call the Chamber office.   

Members can feature two articles about their Business  
per year FREE of charge.   

Articles in “Member News” are another of the many benefits of 
membership in the Chamber.   Call 763.421.7130  

for more info. 

Business Sense is a full 
service bookkeeping and 
admin service company 
with so much more!  My 
hours are 5am to 6:30pm 
(sometime 8 or 9 if my cli-
ent needs me).  The point is 
that my job is to make my 
clients’ life easier.  If they 
don’t have time during the 
“normal” work day, I work 
when they are availa-
ble.  Check out my website 
for more information 
wwbusinesssenseaccount-
ing.com 

Select Eyecare in Anoka is excit-
ed to welcome Dr. Timothy Hur-
ley, OD 
Dr Hurley has been serving pa-
tients for over 20 years and pro-
vides a highly personalized ap-
proach to offering corrective vi-
sion solutions.   
In addition to providing a thor-
ough eye exam, Dr Hurley is pas-
sionate about family eyecare, con-
tact lens fittings and cataract care. 

Dr. Hurley graduated from the University of Iowa and earned 
his Doctor of Optometry from Illinois College of Optometry in 
Chicago, IL.   
In his free time he enjoys spending time with family, reading, 
fishing and music. 
For those seeking a high-quality eye care experience that is also 
comfortable and interactive Dr. Hurley and Select Eyecare is 
your hometown place to go. 

Visit Select Eyecare at 12 Bridge Square in downtown Anoka.  
Learn more at their web site, www.selecteyecare.com or give 
them a call at 763-427-4000. 

Member News 
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Welcome New Members 
The Board of Directors of the Chamber would like to welcome the following New Members 
to this business organization!   
We urge the membership to use the goods and services of other Chamber members.  This is 
what the Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce is all about.  Promoting business between local 
partners interested in the future of the area!   

The Heart and Mind Connection 
Christopher Shaw 
chris@theheartandmindconnection.org 
412 Fremont Street, Suite 2500, Anoka 
612-351-2080 
www.theheartandmindconnection.org 
501 c3 Non-Profit 
 
The ‘nMotion Center for Performing Arts 
Sarah Goar 
sarah.nmotiondance@gmail.com 
440 Bunker Lake Blvd. NW, Anoka 
763-657-7999 
www.nmotioncenter.org 
501 c3 Non-Profit 
 

Riverdale Church 
Pastor Joe Laux 
joelaux@riverdalechurch.com 
3210 Bunker Lake Blvd. NW, Andover 
763-421-8080 
www.riverdalechurch.com 
Church 
 
Subway 
Ken LaBame 
Kenlb_84@msn.com 
228 East Main Street, Anoka 
763-205-3914 
Restaurant 
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NETWORKING ALERT!!!!! 
The Anoka Area Chamber will feature some 
great networking events in the coming 
months.  These events are designed to give 
you the opportunity to promote your prod-
ucts and services. See full details in articles 
within this newsletter or go to the Chamber 
web site at www.anokaareachamber.com. 
All meetings will be held via ZOOM for the 
foreseeable future. 
         

   Mark your calendar for these net-
working events: 

 
10/21  Chamber Annual Meeting Breakfast 
 
11/4   AM Connections Networking 
 
11/11  Christians in Business Network  
 Connection 
 
11/18  AM Connections Networking 
 
11/17  Coon Rapids Business Council 

NETWORKING!! 
Check out these Anoka Area Chamber 

Networking Opportunities! 
The Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce offers numerous  
networking opportunities for our membership. 
See what is available below and don’t miss these opportunities to 
promote the products and services your business has to offer and 
don’t forget to bring your business cards!!!! 

 
AM Connections Networking 
Group-This group meets on the 1st 
and 3rd Wednesdays of each 
month.  The meetings are held 
from 7:45 to 9 am via ZOOM. 
FREE to attend for all members of 
the Chamber!!  For more  

information, contact the  Chamber office at 763-421-7130. 
 
Christians In Business Networking-
Christian’s in Business Networking 
Connections is a networking group for 
Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce 
members who wish to grow their busi-
ness network while exploring and en-
hancing their faith.  Each meeting will 

offer participants an opportunity to give a one-minute commercial 
about their business, meet like-minded people in the business 
community and hear an inspirational speaker.  The group meets 
on the second Wednesday of each month from 11:30 am to 1 
pm.  The meetings are held via ZOOM.  This group is free to 
attend with your Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce Member-
ship! Contact Jenna MacLennan at763-229-3072 for more infor-
mation. 

 
Women Professionals Network- 
This Chamber features a group  
focused on promoting the growth of wom-
en business professionals through educa-
tional opportunities and a  
supportive network of contemporaries.  
The group meets on the third Thursday 

of each month from 12:00-1:00 pm. The group is open to Cham-
ber members and there’s no cost to join. Contact Tami Wendt at 
tami@lexicacomm.net to RSVP or with questions.  
 

Young Professionals Connection-
The Anoka Area Young  
Professionals Connection (YPC) 
seeks to help young professionals 
connect, collaborate, and build com-
munity. YPC hosts social events, 
monthly Lunch & Learns on profes-
sional development  

topics, and more all with the goal of cultivating the next genera-
tion of Chamber members and connecting area businesses to local 
nonprofits.  For more information, contact the Chamber office at 
763-421-7130. 
 
YOU ASKED FOR NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES AND 

CHAMBER IS OFFERING THEM!! 
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Vision Statement of the Anoka Area Chamber of  Commerce 
The AACC will be known as the predominant regional leader, providing member  
businesses with opportunities and resources to help them thrive while advocating  

with government, education, and citizens to help create a  
better business environment and a stronger community. 

Ribbon Cuttings  
Centra Homes 

Parkside Village Townhomes 
7639 147th Place NW, Ramsey 

The Anoka Area Chamber Ambassadors and City 
of Ramsey officials held a ribbon cutting at Centra 
Homes in Ramsey 
Cutting the ribbon is Julie Safratowich. 

Salon Ciry 
12209 Champlin Dr. #103, Champlin 

Centra Homes 
Cottages at the Cor 

7249 146th Avenue NW, Ramsey 

The Anoka Area Chamber Ambassadors and City 
of Champlin officials held a ribbon cutting at Salon 
Ciry in Champlin. 
Cutting the ribbon is owner Becki Bosch. 

The Anoka Area Chamber Ambassadors and City 
of Ramsey officials held a ribbon cutting at Centra 
Homes in Ramsey 
Cutting the ribbon is Dave Hackworthy. 
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Abilities Ahead 
Incorporating people with disabilities 

into the workforce 
Rise’ing Stars 

When Meyer Belkin was offered “wrap-around” services through 
Hennepin County Drug Court’s diversionary program, he received the 
support he needed to make significant changes in his life. With the 
assistance of a Rise employment consultant, Meyer began to rebuild his 
career, first as a sous chef in a downtown Minneapolis restaurant, and 
now as a manager of three “sober houses.” He is also studying to renew 
his cosmetology license and pursue that career path. Meyer has dedi-
cated himself to giving back to a community that has given so much to 
him through charitable gifts and volunteering. We are pleased to honor 
Meyer with this 2020 Rise’ing Star recognition. 
Joseph Fritz has faced severe challenges with his mental health over 
the years, which made building a career challenging. But he kept mov-
ing forward, and with support from a Rise employment consultant, 
found success working in a maintenance position as well as a CNC 
(computer numerical control) saw operator. Joe is now working in a 
new job, moving closer to his employment goal as a concrete construc-
tion worker. Joe also benefitted from Rise housing supports and was 
able to move into his own apartment. With his more stability in his 
employment, finances, and housing, his health has greatly improved. 
Joe’s now saving his extra income to buy his own house. Joseph is truly 
a Rise’ing Star! 
James Koch has overcome many challenges over the years, but con-
tinues to do well and build his career. Originally hired as a cashier five 
years ago at the Walmart in Woodbury, James’s solid work ethic and 
continual skill development caught the attention of his managers. 
Thus, James has been promoted to positions of increased responsibil-
ity, including customer service manager and his current position as an 
optician assistant, which he really enjoys. James’s personal and profes-
sional transition have led to his great success and we honor him as a 
2020 Rise’ing Star. 
Jerianne Lindman didn’t let COVID-19 stop her from enjoying and 
benefitting from the services she received at Rise’s Adult Day Program 
- New Brighton. Although not able to attend in person, Jerianne has 
flourished using remote services and goes to great lengths not to miss 
her scheduled sessions, even bringing a device with her on the road 
when her family is traveling.  
Jerianne enjoys leading group discussions in nature studies, trivia 
games, American Sign Language lessons, and even dancing her heart 
out during music class, etc., clearly demonstrating the value of being 
together with her peers, even if they are at home across the miles -- she 
makes it fun for everyone. We are happy to honor Jerianne as a 2020 
Rise’ing Star! 
 

Champions of the Mission 
Shylo Mallin, a direct support professional at Rise New Richmond, is 
valued by those with whom she works for always having a positive atti-
tude, a big heart, and wanting to make a real difference in people’s 
lives. Shylo also seems to have a special way with each one and makes 
them feel comfortable, heard, and valued, encouraging and preparing 
people to be successful in the community.   
Shylo serves on both the Team Member Recognition and Safety Com-
mittees, helping to ensure that the entire New Richmond team feels 
appreciated for the great work they do. 
Jennifer Sawyer is an occupational communication specialist with 
Rise’s Day Training and Habilitation Sensory Support Unit, working 
with people who have intellectual disabilities and are blind, Deaf, and 
DeafBlind. Many of the people whom Jennifer supports have never 
worked in the community. 
Jennifer is known for her tenacity and continually developing creative 
ways to assist people to lead their best lives. She is endlessly patient 
and uses ‘teachable moments’ to enhance and hone people’s work 
skills. Jennifer is a strong advocate and works effectively with other 
agencies and organizations to ensure people get the additional support 
they may need. 

Advertising in the  
Chamber Newsletter  

Hits the Business 
Mark! 

The Chamber newsletter is emailed to over 800 
area businesses each month.  Advertising in the 
newsletter gets your word out to those business 
owners.  It's affordable and it hits the mark! 
 

Advertising Rates in the  
Chamber Newsletter 

  
Business Card Ad $25.00 per 
month 
1/4 Page Ad  $50.00 per 
month 
1/2 Page Ad  $75.00 per 
month 
Full Page Ad  $100.00 per 
month 
 
Contact Pete Turok at the Chamber 
office for details. 

Coon Rapids Business Council 
Meeting set for November 17th  

Are you a  
business owner in 
Coon Rapids? If 
so, you are  
invited to the next 
Coon Rapids 
Business Council 
meeting.  

Learn about business topics and updates from the 
city. The Business Council is jointly sponsored by 
the City of Coon Rapids, MetroNorth Chamber of 
Commerce, and Anoka Area Chamber of Com-
merce. No reservation required. 
 
Tuesday, November 17th, 7:30 – 9 a.m.  
The meeting will be held virtually via ZOOM.   
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Announcing the  
“Anoka Area Chamber  

Ambassador of the Month” 
Tami Wendt, Lexica Communications 

The Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce has a great 
Ambassador Program.  This group of Chamber members 
represents the Chamber as various functions throughout 
the year.  This month’s Ambassador of the Month is  
Tami Wendt. 

Tami Wendt, Lexica Communica-
tions, specializes in using words 
and images to help clients create 
awareness and influence behavior. 
Video production, web sites, train-
ing and marketing materials are 
just a few of the tools in her 
toolbox. Tami is a lifelong resident 
of the area. She’s been active on 
the Chamber board, recently serv-
ing as the Chair. She enjoys help-
ing other discover the power of 
connection that comes with Cham-
ber membership.   

She and her husband, Tim, live in Coon Rapids. 
 

Interested in becoming a Chamber Ambassador?   
Contact Peter Turok at the Chamber office  

for details! 

Mission Statement  
of the  Anoka Area  

Chamber of  
Commerce 

 
 

Creating  
Opportunities 

For  
Business  

and  
Community  
To Thrive 
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From the Desk of:  Peter Turok 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
Happy Birthday to the Anoka Area 
Chamber of Commerce! 
On October 1, 1952, the Anoka 
Area Chamber of Commerce began 
operation.  That puts us as one of 
the old Chamber’s in the State of 
Minnesota! 
The mission of the Chamber back 
then is still the same today.  Being 
an advocate for the membership of 

this business organization.  We are not 
affiliated with any other Chamber, 
whether that be nationally or regionally, 
we are our own entity.  What matters to 
us is what we can do to help promote our 
members, provide networking opportuni-
ties to our members and be here to help 
our members.  That takes many forms.  
Everything from helping them get  
answers to questions they have,  telling 
elected officials what our members have 
to say on key issues and so much more. 
We’ve been doing that since 1952 and 
it’s true in 2020 as well.  Maybe more so 
now than ever before with the pandemic 
in play. 
We kick off the new Chamber year with 
a new chairperson of the Board of Direc-
tors.  Maris Schilling from Bridge Realty 
is that person.  Maris has a long history 
of being involved with the Chamber and 
know that his leadership will direct the 
ship that is the Chamber through these 
rough waters. 
We also have 5 new people coming onto 
the Board of Directors.  You can see who 
they are and learn a little bit about them 
on page 4 of this newsletter.  You’ll also 

see the full roster and officers of the 
Board of Directors on that page as 
well.  These people are all Chamber 
Rock Stars and know that this organi-
zation is in great hands. 
The Board is currently working on the 
budget for the year.  Oh, that should be 
fun as we try to figure out how to make 
things work during the pandemic.   We 
will make it work, one way or the oth-
er.  This membership has been an in-
credible supporter and we know that 
will continue.  We’ll have 2 key fund-
raisers in 2021, those being the Gala 
Dinner in February and the Golf Tour-
nament in July.  Between those two 
key events and hoping for membership 
growth should let us continue our mis-
sion. 
All are invited to celebrate all that is 
the Anoka Area Chamber at our Annu-
al Meeting Breakfast on October 21st.  
We’ll be doing it both in person and 
virtually.  Learn more about how to 
attend per the article on page 1 of this 
newsletter. 
For now, HAPPY BIRTHDAY to the 
Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce!! 

Peter Turok 
President 

Wine Tastings 
First Friday 

of every 
month. 

4:30-7:00 

Mark Johnson 
Master Electrician 763-422-1721 Office 

Residential—Commercial 
Sales—Service—Installation 

3731 Thurston Ave. NW, Suite 108   Anoka, MN  55303 

Free Estimates 

This Space Available 
Advertise to 1000 businesses each 

month in this spot. 
Cost is just $25 per issue. 

  

This Space Available 
Advertise to 1000 businesses 

each month in this spot. 
Cost is just $25 per issue. 

  

This Space Available 
Advertise to 1000 businesses each 

month in this spot. 
Cost is just $25 per issue. 

  

DON MCGUIRE 
Market President 
 
DMcGuire@midwestone.com 
Direct: 763.422.4507 
Cell: 612.749.7688 
3585 124th Ave. NW 
Coon Rapids, MN  55433 
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Calendar of Events  

October 
21-Chamber Annual Meeting Breakfast to Kick Off 
 our 68th Year!  
 Courtyards of Andover 
 13545 Martin Street NW, Andover 
 7:00 to 7:45 AM-Breakfast 
 7:45 to 9:00 AM-Program 
 Cost: $30 per person or $110 for a table of 4 
 RSVP to the Chamber at 763-421-7130 
 

HALLOWEEN, ANOKA STYLE! 
Go to: www.anokahalloween.com for details of events 
 

November 
4-Chamber A.M. Business Connections 
 Networking Group 
 Meeting held via ZOOM 
 7:45 to 9 AM 
 FREE to Attend and NO RSVP NEEDED! 
 
11-Chamber Christians In Business Networking  
 Meeting held via ZOOM  
 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM 
 FREE to Attend and NO RSVP NEEDED 
 
17-Chamber Board of Directors Meeting 
 Chamber Office 
 Meeting held via ZOOM and/or in person  
 7:30 AM  to 9:00 AM 
 
17-Coon Rapids Business Council Meeting 
 Meeting held via ZOOM 
 7:30 to 9:00 AM 
 FREE to attend! 
 
19-Women’s Professional Network Meeting 
 Meeting held via ZOOM 
 Noon to 1 PM 
 FREE to attend! 
 Contact Tami Wendt/Lexica Communications 
 to RSVP.  tami@lexicacomm.net 
 
19-Taping of The Chamber Report TV Show 
 QCTV Studios, Champlin 
 1:30 PM to 3:00 PM 

Chamber Web Site 
Sponsorship's available! 
The Chamber gets tons of hits per day as 
both the public and business people go to 

the web site.  Get your logo and a link on the Chamber Web 
Site and be seen!  Limited opportunities exist! 
 
Contact Pete Turok at the Chamber office for details. 



Specifications

Verse Selections

Type Styles
1. Seasons Greetings  2. Seasons Greetings  3. Seasons Greetings

 4. Seasons Greetings    5. Seasons Greetings

10 ¹⁄₂" 5 ¹⁄₄"

5 ¹⁄₂" x 8 ¹⁄₈"A-8

Happy Holidays

Happy
  Holidays

PG1001 PG1002

PG1003 PG1004

PG1005 PG1006

PG1007 PG1008 PG1009

PG10010 PG10011 PG10012

PG10013 PG10014

PG10015 PG10016

Don’t see what your looking for?
We have many styles to choose from.

Stop in today and choose that perfect style/look
for your Holiday Greetings

Many styles to
choose from!

Chamber Member

Special
Premium

Holiday Cards

10% Off
Now thru 

848 East River Road •  Anoka, MN 55303
tel: (763) 421-3422 •  fax: (763) 421-0429

printed@prestographics.com
www.prestographics.com
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