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MEMBERSHIP IN THE CHAMBER 
COMES WITH BENEFITS! 

Great success in uncertain times.  It 
was later expressed to me with empa-
thy, “Man, what a bad year to be the 
chairperson”, but I would have to dis-
agree.  I have learned a lot this year. I 
have learned how to make things 
work, even when you don’t know 
what to do.  I have seen multiple 
members this year change their busi-
ness plans to accommodate the ongo-
ing changes that the virus brought to 
our lives.  Our changes worked.  To 
keep this newsletter short and sweet, I 
will wrap up.  I feel good that we 
have worked together and maintained 
a good position for the Chamber this 
year.  The upcoming year will be just 
as interesting as the past year.   Best 
wishes to all and thank you for the 
opportunity to be your 2020 chairper-
son.  

Jeremy McFarland 
Chair of the Board of  
Directors 
Anoka Area Chamber of  
Commerce 

Well this is it, my final newsletter 
article.  I was asked by Pete to review my 
year as your Chamber chairperson, and 
share with you what we have accom-
plished.  This year has been very interest-
ing to say the least.  At our very first 
meeting we started out with great excite-
ment and energy! We were just coming 
off of a six year plan and it was time to set 
new goals. Everyone gave opinions and 
ideas and were not afraid to share them.  
After a healthy discussion during our 
meeting, we set forth with a new plan for 
2020.   We continued our discussion for 
the next couple of months.  The holidays 
were done, and it was time to move on. 
Our group was getting to know each other 
a little better at each gathering.  Progress!  
Then BOOM, COVID hit. We asked each 
other, now what?  The answer was ---
PIVOT.  New plans.  The Chamber be-
came fully digital. All meetings and net-
working moved to zoom, the newsletter 
disbursement went fully digital, and the 
website became THE source for COVID 
information pertaining to businesses. 

                   Chairperson’s Letter 

Jeremy McFarland 
Chairperson of the 
Board of Directors 

“This year 
has been 

very  
interesting 

to say  
the  

least.”   

The Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce 
is a business organization made up of 
and ran by business people.  Our goal is 
a simple one, do the best job to help pro-
mote and better our business members.  
There are many benefits of membership 
available only to members of the Anoka 
Area Chamber of Commerce.  Each 
month we’ll highlight one of the bene-
fits.  If you’d like to learn about all bene-
fits available, attend a Member Orienta-
tion Meeting held each month on the 2nd 
Thursday from 8 to 9 AM at the Cham-
ber office. The meeting is free. RSVP to 
763.421.7130 or  
mail@anokaareachamber.com. 

This month's benefit is: The Business List. 
As a member, you can request the member business list.  
The list is available in a variety of ways.  We can print the 
lists for you, email them to you in a number of different 
formats. We’ll supply you the email addresses of mem-
bers that we have in our files.  We’ll even print mailing 
labels for you at no cost. 
If you are interested in receiving the list, just call the 
Chamber office and talk to Tami Flygare. 
For more information about this benefit or any other ben-
efits of membership in the Chamber, call 763.421.7130. 

This Month’s Member Benefit Gets You 
The List! 
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Photos from the Annual Chamber Member 
BBQ in August! 

Over 80 members of the Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce converged on the Aiken Riverside 
Park in Anoka for the Annual Chamber Member BBQ!  

A special THANK YOU to the crew from  
Central Minnesota Development Company 
who presented a check for $1,500 to the 
Chamber.  The  money was given to help keep 
the mission that is the Chamber going!  
THANK YOU MIKE AND SCOTT!!! 
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Member News 

Business Sense is a full 
service bookkeeping and 
admin service company 
with so much more!  My 
hours are 5am to 6:30pm 
(sometime 8 or 9 if my cli-
ent needs me).  The point is 
that my job is to make my 
clients’ life easier.  If they 
don’t have time during the 
“normal” work day, I work 
when they are availa-
ble.  Check out my website 
for more information 
wwbusinesssenseaccount-
ing.com 

Digital Adaptation at AHCU 
As many businesses have pivot-
ed their in-person services to the 
digital space, Anoka Hennepin 
Credit Union has been working 
on this adaptation long before 
COVID-19.  Although we’ve 
continued to keep our Anoka 
branch closed, even after reopen-
ing our other five branch lobbies 
with limited capacity on July 22, 2020, we understand keeping 
things remote may still be our members preferred method of man-
aging their membership and accounts.  Through our comprehen-
sive online services, there are few limitations to meeting all mem-
ber’s credit union needs from the comfort and safety of home.   
We introduced a brand-new website on July 15th, 2020, that has 
one of the best user-friendly experiences available and was de-
signed specifically for AHCU member’s changing needs. We also 
offer online account opening and a live chat service with AHCU 
representatives called AHCUface2face.  The robust features al-
ready in place, combined with these new technologies will create 
a seamless environment for our members by phone, tablet or lap-
top long beyond a pandemic.   
For more information, check us out online at www.ahcu.coop.  
Thank you and be well.  

The Farmstead, a Presbyterian Homes & Services 
senior living community 

The Farmstead, a Presbyterian 
Homes & Services senior living 
community, is situated on a 
formerly flourishing family 
farm; its landmark 19th century 
Round Red Barn still standing. 
Today, this senior community 
continues a tradition of growth, 
promise, and opportunity 
through creative programming, 

attractive accommodations and a robust social culture.  
The Farmstead offers abundant choices for older adults to live 
well by providing distinctive, enriching lifestyle options for 
adults age 55 and older.  A warm and welcoming style is built in 
to our Townhomes, Senior Apartments, Assisted Living and 
Memory Care.  A valuable part of the Andover community, The 
Farmstead is near shopping, restaurants and clinics and features 
walking trails and dining venues.  Amenities like transportation 
to scheduled events and individual appointments, wellness cen-
ter, chapel and beauty/barber salon add comfort and conven-
ience.   
Since 1955, Presbyterian Homes & Services remains a trusted 
choice for older adults. The mission of Presbyterian Homes & 
Services is to honor God by enriching the lives and touching the 
hearts of older adults.  In August, Forbes Magazine rated us the 
number one employer in Minnesota!   
The Farmstead is located next to our Round Barn on Bunker 
Lake Boulevard in Andover.  Visit www.farmsteadphs.org  or 
call us at (763)712-7000.  
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Member News 
Member News is a column that gives members a chance to 
introduce their business products and services to the  

As businesses, non-profits, and other types of institutions, we 
use many ways to communicate the value of the products and 
services that we provide.  Oftentimes this means spending many 
hours and stressing to ensure that the message is clear and con-
cise across all media – from signage to apparel, from business 
cards to websites, from promotional giveaway items to social 
media pages.  It becomes especially time consuming when mul-
tiple vendors are involved – one for print, one for apparel, one 
for promo items, and one for web and social media.   
At Printleaf, we’re more than just a supplier of printed and pro-
motional products – we’re a marketing communications partner 
and a one-stop-shop solution for all marketing materials.  Since 
2011, we’ve helped thousands of businesses, non-profits, and 
other organizations save stress and countless hours on procuring 
their marketing materials and ensuring that the marketing mes-
sage remains clear, concise, and consistent. The types of materi-
als we’ve supplied includes brochures, displays, giveaway 
items, websites, and social media (through our sister company 
Envision Digital).  If you believe you need some help with 
communicating the value that you provide and save time on 
doing so, please feel free to reach out to us at 612-444-1425 or 
slava@printleaf.com, we’d love to help!  

Anoka's own Ice Cream Shoppe is now celebrating its tenth anniversary 
this October! To mark the occasion, Two Scoops will be hosting a spe-
cial event on Saturday, October 17 from Noon – 4 PM. The public is 
invited, but please observe social distancing and line up outside! 
This celebration will include free kid’s scoops (for those under the age 
of 12); and BOGO cups and cones for everyone else. Until 4 PM.  Reg-
ister to win for FREE ice cream! 
Rick and Cherie Ritter, together with their son Bill, are excited to cele-
brate their history in Anoka. “We are both grateful and proud to be a 
part of the Anoka Community.” 
Two Scoops serves Chocolate Shoppe 
Ice Cream, a super-premium ice cream 

based out of Madison Wi.  With over 100 flavors available, Two Scoops offers 20 rotating fla-
vors.  Two scoops is a full-service ice cream shop that offers hand-dipped ice cream, sundaes, 
banana splits, shakes, malts, and floats.  Try a scoop on a fresh baked waffle cone or bowl-or 
even a chocolate and candies waffle cone!  Take home items are made on-side and include: ice 
cream cakes, cupcakes, cookie sandwiches, sundae cones and pints and quarts.  Look for new 
take home items coming soon! 
“We love to see the kids coming into our Shoppe, and the chocolate-covered smiles they leave 
with. We are glad that Two Scoops is a place that families can come and enjoy great ice cream 
with a friendly smile.” 
Two Scoops plans to bring this same service to the community of Osseo, where they plan on 
opening their second location soon. 
Two Scoops is located in downtown Anoka on 2nd Ave immediately south of Main St and is 
open all year. Local delivery and online ordering available at www.TwoScoopsMN.com. 
Hours vary seasonally. Please visit www.TwoScoopsMN.com for details. 
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Welcome New Members 
The Board of Directors of the Chamber would like to welcome the following New Members 
to this business organization!   
We urge the membership to use the goods and services of other Chamber members.  This is 
what the Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce is all about.  Promoting business between local 
partners interested in the future of the area!   

Agape Moments, LLC 
Weston Rolf 
w.rolf@agapemements.net 
1107 Simes Road NW, Oak Grove 
763-432-7229 
www.agapemoments.net 
Photography 
 
Business Sense, LLC 
Rebecca Thomas  
rebeccabusinesssense@outlook.com 
1885 132nd Lane NW, Coon Rapids 
763-496-8091 
www.businesssenseaccounting.com 
Bookkeeping 
 

Chillin Café, Inc. 
Stephen Martin 
smartin@chillincafe.org 
1922 First Avenue, Suite 102, Anoka 
763-412-5624 
www.chillincafe.org 
Cafe 
 
Delta Bravo Gulf 
D.B. “Sparky” Gibson 
kq.zero.rs@gmail.com 
P.O. Box 898, Anoka 
612-309-2675 
501C3 
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NETWORKING ALERT!!!!! 
The Anoka Area Chamber will feature some 
great networking events in the coming 
months.  These events are designed to give 
you the opportunity to promote your prod-
ucts and services. See full details in articles 
within this newsletter or go to the Chamber 
web site at www.anokaareachamber.com. 
All meetings will be held via ZOOM for the 
foreseeable future. 
         

   Mark your calendar for these net-
working events: 

 
10/1   Women’s Professional Network 
 
10/7   AM Connections Networking 
 
10/14  Christians in Business Network  
Connection 
 
10/21  Chamber Annual Meeting Breakfast 
 

Go to AnokaAreaChamber.com  
for event details! 

NETWORKING!! 
Check out these Anoka Area Chamber 

Networking Opportunities! 
The Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce offers numerous  
networking opportunities for our membership. 
See what is available below and don’t miss these opportunities to 
promote the products and services your business has to offer and 
don’t forget to bring your business cards!!!! 

 
AM Connections Networking 
Group-This group meets on the 1st 
and 3rd Wednesdays of each 
month.  The meetings are held 
from 7:45 to 9 am via ZOOM. 
FREE to attend for all members of 
the Chamber!!  For more  

information, contact the  Chamber office at 763-421-7130. 
 
Christians In Business Networking-
Christian’s in Business Networking 
Connections is a networking group for 
Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce 
members who wish to grow their busi-
ness network while exploring and en-
hancing their faith.  Each meeting will 

offer participants an opportunity to give a one-minute commercial 
about their business, meet like-minded people in the business 
community and hear an inspirational speaker.  The group meets 
on the second Wednesday of each month from 11:30 am to 1 
pm.  The meetings are held via ZOOM.  This group is free to 
attend with your Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce Member-
ship! Contact Jenna MacLennan at763-229-3072 for more infor-
mation. 

 
Women Professionals Network- 
This Chamber features a group  
focused on promoting the growth of wom-
en business professionals through educa-
tional opportunities and a  
supportive network of contemporaries.  
The group meets on the third Thursday 

of each month from 12:00-1:00 pm. The group is open to Cham-
ber members and there’s no cost to join. Contact Tami Wendt at 
tami@lexicacomm.net to RSVP or with questions.  
 

Young Professionals Connection-
The Anoka Area Young  
Professionals Connection (YPC) 
seeks to help young professionals 
connect, collaborate, and build com-
munity. YPC hosts social events, 
monthly Lunch & Learns on profes-
sional development  

topics, and more all with the goal of cultivating the next genera-
tion of Chamber members and connecting area businesses to local 
nonprofits.  For more information, contact the Chamber office at 
763-421-7130. 
 
YOU ASKED FOR NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES AND 

CHAMBER IS OFFERING THEM!! 
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Vision Statement of the Anoka Area Chamber of  Commerce 
The AACC will be known as the predominant regional leader, providing member  
businesses with opportunities and resources to help them thrive while advocating  

with government, education, and citizens to help create a  
better business environment and a stronger community. 

Ribbon Cuttings  
Elm Creek Brewing Company 
11469 Marketplace Drive N., Champlin 

The Anoka Area Chamber Ambassadors held a  
ribbon cutting at Elm Creek Brewing Company in 
Champlin. 
Cutting the ribbon are owners Mitch Carlson and 
Wade Carlson. 

House of Oilworx 
1919 2nd Avenue South, Anoka 

Margie’s Kitchen & Cocktails 
13735 Round Lake Blvd. NW, Andover 

Modern Montessori School 
111 Dean Avenue West, Champlin 

The Anoka Area Chamber Ambassadors and City 
of Anoka officials held a ribbon cutting at House of 
Oilworx in Anoka. 
Cutting the ribbon is owner Jamie Croyle. 

The Anoka Area Chamber Ambassadors held a  
ribbon cutting at Modern Montessori School in 
Champlin. 
A host of staff and students helped cut the ribbon. 

The Anoka Area Chamber Ambassadors and City 
of Andover officials held a ribbon cutting at Mar-
gie’s Kitchen & Cocktails in Andover. 
Cutting the ribbon is owner Justin Ahlstrom. 
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Abilities Ahead 
Incorporating people with disabilities 

into the workforce 

Powering through global crisis 
A pandemic can’t slow down essential businesses! In 
March, nonprofit organization Opportunity Partners 
found itself without a playbook on working through a 
world crisis, along with many manufacturers.  
 
With none of the people we serve – adults with disabil-
ities – on site to work production jobs since our day 
programs were temporarily closed due to the pandemic, 
our staff quickly shifted to new roles to complete the 
packaging orders for essential businesses. Our custom-
ers responded with gratitude!   
 
“Opportunity Partners is doing a great job! We had a 
huge order from Amazon on drinking water tab-
lets.  We sent an order to OP and got word back that 
you should finish them this week. Thanks!” – Cogh-
lan’s 
 
“We really enjoyed working with you! Great job on the 
project.” – General Mills 
 
“Thank you all so much for getting through the hot list 
items – you have all done an amazing job! We really 
appreciate all that you do during these difficult times 
and are so happy to be able to still depend on you to get 
these things done for us. Stay well!” – Rockler 
 
“I know your staff has worked hard to continue to meet 
your quality standards under unprecedented circum-
stances. We remain a committed partner.” – QualiTru  
 
We look forward to Minnesota fully reopening and 
more of the people we serve returning to our workforce 
soon. In the meantime, we will continue to meet com-
panies needs quickly and efficiently.  
 
In addition to contracting with organizations like Op-
portunity Partners, Rise and Achieve Services for pack-
aging and assembly in our facilities throughout the 
Twin Cities, we can also help businesses by providing 
supervised teams of workers or direct hires. Contact us 
today! 
By Opportunity Partners, a nonprofit organization ad-
vancing the quality of life for people with disabilities. 
More at opportunities.org. 

Advertising in the  
Chamber Newsletter  

Hits the Business 
Mark! 

The Chamber newsletter is emailed to over 800 
area businesses each month.  Advertising in the 
newsletter gets your word out to those business 
owners.  It's affordable and it hits the mark! 
 
Advertising Rates in the Cham-

ber Newsletter 
  
Business Card Ad $25.00 per 
month 
1/4 Page Ad  $50.00 per 
month 
1/2 Page Ad  $75.00 per 
month 
Full Page Ad  $99.00 per 
month 
Full Page Insert $125.00 per 
month  
Contact Pete Turok at the Chamber 
office for details. 
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Announcing the  
“Anoka Area Chamber  

Ambassador of the Month” 
Karen George, QCTV 

The Anoka Area Chamber of Commerce has a great 
Ambassador Program.  This group of Chamber members 
represents the Chamber as various functions throughout 
the year.  This month’s Ambassador of the Month is  
Karen George. 

Karen George is an Anoka native with 
thirty years professional experience in 
California and Minnesota ranging from 
television reporter, communications 
director for city government, commu-
nications and marketing professional 
for a school district, and currently as 
an executive director. 
In Karen’s current leadership role at 
Quad Cities Cable Communications 
Commission and QCTV, she is respon-
sible for representing the cities of And-

over, Anoka, Champlin, and Ramsey in telecommunications policy 
and regulation, overseeing the programming of seven local cable 
channels, and managing a video production facility. 
Karen serves in leadership roles on various non-profit organizations 
and enjoys promoting local businesses as a board member and as a 
member of the Chamber Ambassador Team. 

Interested in becoming a Chamber Ambassador?   
Contact Peter Turok at the Chamber office  

for details! 

Mission Statement  
of the  Anoka Area  

Chamber of Commerce 
 

Creating Opportunities For  
Business and  

Community To Thrive 

16th Annual Trott Brook 
Benefit Bash for Chamber 
Scholarship Fund a HUGE 

HIT! 
It was another great night of music and fundraising 
for the Chamber Scholarship Fund and Youth First 
Community of Promise at the 16th Annual Trott 
Brook Benefit Bash in Ramsey. 
Jim & Lisa Steffen from Trott Brook Financial 
were again the hosts of this wonderful event! 
THANK YOU to all that sponsored and attended 
the event! 

The band Free Fallin, a tribute to Tom Petty performed  
at this year’s Trott Brook Benefit Bash! 
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From the Desk of:  Peter Turok 

INCREDIBLE GIVING!!!! 
Wow!  That’s all I can say! For the 
past 2 months the Chamber Golf 
Committee and Chamber staff has 
been working hard on the Chamber 
Golf Tournament Fundraiser that 
was held on September 11th.  You 
saw me write about how this 
Chamber fundraiser was so needed 
and probably needed more than any 
in recent history.  You saw me 

write about the need for sponsors and 
donations for the event.  You saw me 
write about how the Chamber along with 
all 501-C6 non profit organizations have 
been shut out of federal grants, etc. due 
to COVID.   
Well, to no one’s surprise the member-
ship of the Anoka Area Chamber of 
Commerce stepped up and I’m talking 
BIG TIME!   
Staff is still working on putting the num-
bers together from the fundraiser but I’m 
sure we did well.  Probably not as well as 
past years but considering where we are 
all at now,  I know it will be well above 
what I was hoping for! 
The bottom line is, we asked and you 
stepped up.  You did that in a time when 
stepping up isn’t easy.  I know that many 
of you are in the same boat as the Cham-
ber and you are hurting.  So for you to 
give now is truly appreciated! 
What we do here is important!  I don’t 
say that because I’m employed here.  I 
say that because of what I have seen hap-
pen here over my 30 plus years on the 
job.  I’ve seen a lot.  So many times we 
are the first contact when someone or a 

business is looking at our area.  We do 
everything we can to help people get 
the information they need to make the 
decision about where they will live 
and/or set up a business.  We have had 
tons of wins on that front.  I’ve seen 
people use Chamber members when 
they contact us looking for a particular 
business and gotten feedback from 
members knowing it came through us.  
I know there is a lot of business we get 
out to members that you don’t know 
about but know that those referrals 
come through us.  I’ve seen the impact 
we have on local, state and federal 
elected officials as we advocate for our 
membership. 
All this is the name of the mission that 
is the Chamber.  Know that you make 
a difference here by supporting the 
Chamber. I had a couple of members 
just reach out and say, I know you’re 
hurting and I’d like to send you a 
check!!  Thank you Scott and Jerry and 
Mike and Scott!  I mean are you kid-
ding me?  That is incredible.  All I can 
say is THANK YOU for the INCRED-
IBLE GIVING! 

Peter Turok 
President 

Wine Tastings 
First Friday 

of every 
month. 

4:30-7:00 

Mark Johnson 
Master Electrician 763-422-1721 Office 

Residential—Commercial 
Sales—Service—Installation 

3731 Thurston Ave. NW, Suite 108   Anoka, MN  55303 

Free Estimates 

This Space Available 
Advertise to 1000 businesses each 

month in this spot. 
Cost is just $25 per issue. 

  

This Space Available 
Advertise to 1000 businesses 

each month in this spot. 
Cost is just $25 per issue. 

  

This Space Available 
Advertise to 1000 businesses each 

month in this spot. 
Cost is just $25 per issue. 

  

DON MCGUIRE 
Market President 
 
DMcGuire@midwestone.com 
Direct: 763.422.4507 
Cell: 612.749.7688 
3585 124th Ave. NW 
Coon Rapids, MN  55433 
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Calendar of Events  

October 
 
7-Chamber A.M. Business Connections 
 Networking Group 
 Meeting held via ZOOM 
 7:45 to 9 AM 
 FREE to Attend and NO RSVP NEEDED! 
 
 
14-Chamber Christians In Business Networking  
 Meeting held via ZOOM  
 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM 
 FREE to Attend and NO RSVP NEEDED 
 
 
15-Chamber Women Professionals Network 
 Meeting held via ZOOM 
 Noon to 1 PM 
 FREE to attend! 
 Contact Tami Wendt/Lexica Communications 
 to RSVP. tami@lxicacomm.net 
 
 
15-Taping of The Chamber Report TV Show 
 QCTV Studios, Champlin 
 1:30 PM to 3:00 PM 
 
 
20-Chamber Board of Directors Meeting 
 Chamber Office 
 Meeting held via ZOOM and/or in person  
 7:30 AM   
 
 
21-Chamber Annual Meeting Breakfast to Kick Off 
 our 68th Year!  
 Courtyards of Andover 
 13545 Martin Street NW, Andover 
 7:00 to 7:45 AM-Breakfast 
 7:45 to 9:00 AM-Program 
 Cost: $30 per person or $110 for a table of 4 
 RSVP to the Chamber at 763-421-7130 
 
 

HALLOWEEN, ANOKA STYLE! 
Go to: www.anokahalloween.com for details of events 
 
 

Advertising in the  
Chamber Newsletter  

Hits the Business Mark! 
The Chamber newsletter is emailed to over 800 area  
businesses each month.  Advertising in the newsletter gets 
your word out to those business owners.   
It's affordable and it hits the mark! 
Contact Pete Turok at the Chamber office for details. 



Specifications

Verse Selections

Type Styles
1. Seasons Greetings  2. Seasons Greetings  3. Seasons Greetings

 4. Seasons Greetings    5. Seasons Greetings

10 ¹⁄₂" 5 ¹⁄₄"

5 ¹⁄₂" x 8 ¹⁄₈"A-8

Happy Holidays

Happy
  Holidays

PG1001 PG1002

PG1003 PG1004

PG1005 PG1006

PG1007 PG1008 PG1009

PG10010 PG10011 PG10012

PG10013 PG10014

PG10015 PG10016

Don’t see what your looking for?
We have many styles to choose from.

Stop in today and choose that perfect style/look
for your Holiday Greetings

Many styles to
choose from!

Chamber Member

Special
Premium

Holiday Cards

10% Off
Now thru 

848 East River Road •  Anoka, MN 55303
tel: (763) 421-3422 •  fax: (763) 421-0429

printed@prestographics.com
www.prestographics.com
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